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THE COMMENTATOR : 
bg i am 
A auipe fo the clear comprehen- 
sion, and pious use, of the Lrr- 
UKGY. 


: No. .[. 


Tar object of the Commentator 
may be .understoad. from the, title 
which he has prefixed to his re- 
marks, and will be more fully per- 
ceived in the progress of his work. 
Waiving the formality of am_intro- 
duction, therefore, he will proceed 
directly to such observations as his 


‘object embraces. And as the morn- 


ing and evening devotions claim his 
first attention, he will commence 


with, 


“Tae ORDER FOR DATLY MORNING Prar- 
”? 
ER. 


Under the Law, daily ‘morning 
and evening devotions were enjoined 
by God, on all the Israelites.— 
“Thou shalt offer upon the altar 
twolambs of the first year day by 
day continially ; the one lamb 
thou shalt offer in the morning, aml 
the other ‘lamb thou shalt offer at 
even.” This ordinance was con- 
stantly observed by the Jews, during 
the continuance of their city and 
polity. It was probably on this ac- 
count that the primitive christians 
setapart these periods as times for 
solemn worship. And like all the 
divine ordinances their institution is 
most consonant to reason, aud the 
fitness of things. Every morning 
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when we awake, we receive, as it 
were anew, our life from God.— 
When we arise from our beds, to go 
forth amidst the cares and tempta- 
tions of the world, and the dangers 
and business of the day, nothing can 
be more reasonable than that we 
should offer to our merciful Preserv- 
er our thanksgivings for his care over 
us during the unguarded moments of 
sleep, and for #ll the blessings he is 
constantly conferring on us; and 
that we should supplicate his gui- 
dance and protection through the 
day, as well as his favour and bles- 
‘sing on the work of our hands.—In 
the evening, too, the same reasons 
call.us to a renewal of the same du- 
ties of devotion. Retiring from the 
labours and vanities of the day, and 
when our exhausted spirits dispose 
us to sink down upon our beds in 
the attitude and image of death, 
reason requires of us, that as dying 
men, we should supplicate the par- 
don of God for our omissions of du- 
ty, as well as for our follies and pos- 
itive transgressions ; and that we 
should again commend ourselves to 
his protection who never slumbers 


nor sleeps. 


But besides the public devotions 
of the morning and evening, many 
of the devout Jews were_in the hab- 
it of retiring to their qosets, in the 
middle of the day for the purpose of 
privaie worship. And we have rea- 
son to believe that this custom was 
adopted by the early Christians. 
We learn that St. Peter, “ weut up- 
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on the housetop to pray, about the 
sixth hour,” which corresponds 
with our noon. And we find‘ that 
this was a common period of chris- 
tian worship, in the time of St. Cy- 
prian, and Clement of Alexandria, 
At was not long after, that the Monks, 
who professed to be more devout 
than other Christians, added other 
hours of stated prayer. ‘these siat- 
ed periods of daily devotion had in 
creased to seven, in the time of 
Pope Pelagius the Second, who es- 
tablished them by a decree, and 
provided offices of devotion for the 
several “ Canonical hours.?—At 
the period of the Reformation, our 
parent Church of England brought 
back the periods of public worship 
to the primitive usage, and enjoined 
only “ daily morning and evening 
prayer.” 

But though the Church has ap- 
pointed these two periotis of public 
worship, she does not tiervby ex- 
cuse any of her children from the 
essential duty of private devotion. 
Stated periods for retirement to the 
closet are salutary for all men. We 
may worship God, indeed. at any 
period of the day, and in the midst of 
our business, by short mental! ejacu- 
lations, but the use of staled limes 
for private devotion can not be too 
highly estimated. Such is the con- 
stitution of our nature, that a duty, 
which we think can be performed at 
any time. we are apt to defer alto- 
gether, unless we regulate our con- 
duct by fixed rules. 

fn the Cathedral Churehes, in 
England, the regular moruing ser- 
vice is constantly performed. But 
the circumstances of country Parish- 
es will not admit of this daily pub- 
lic worship ; nor is it practicable in 
the Parish Churches of this country. 
But though the dispersed residences, 
and the secular avocations of Chris- 
tians, will not permit them to assem- 
ble daily for pyblic worship, none 
can be excused for the 


Family Devenons. And the Amer- 


neglect of 





ican branch of the Church, has set 
forth “ Forms of Prayer to be used 
in Families,” well suiied te their 
circumstances and their wants.— 
Those heads of Families, therefore, 
who live in the habitual neglect of 
these daily morniug and evening de- 
votions, frustrate ihe benevolent in- 
tentions of the Church, and loose 
one of the most inieresting bands of 
the domestic state; while they are 
deficient in a duty enjoined not less 
by the dictates of reason than the au- 
thority of Seripture. 

The first Rubrick in “ the order 
for daily morning prayer’ is as tok 
lows ;— 

“4 The Minister shall begin the 
MoxninG Prayer, by readiny one 
or more of the following sentences 
of Seriplture.” 

This Rubrick is somewhat alter- 


ed from the English Book, and the 
phraseqiogy is improved, though 


the substance of it remains the same. 

Rubricks are rules or orders di- 
recting the mode in which the seve- 
ral parts of public worship are to be 
performed. They are so called 
from the latin word Rubrica, which 
signifies a red colouring. For dis- 
tinction’s sake, they were originally 
written in red le ‘tters ; and the Ru- 
bricks of the Romish Missal, and 
other offices, are siill printed im red 
characters. It is from this circum- 
stance that they derive their appel- 
lation. In all 
the Book of Common Prayer, all 


the offices, with the exception of 


the responses, are printed in com- 
mon letters, while the Rubricks are 
distinguished by being printed in the 
Italic character. 

Prayer is the elevation of the soul 
toacommunion wih God ; and is 
commanded by him as a duty, 
through the pious and faithful per- 


formance of which we obtain all the, 
It isa 
high honour tous that we are per- 
mitted and assisted to hold this in- 


especial blessings we enjoy 


tercourse, and it is alse a seurce of 


modern editions of 
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inestimable benefits to us. But it is 
a duty of difficull performance. Our 
attention should be wholly engrossed 
in the solemn act we are enzaged in. 
The worldly objects which com- 
monly occupy our thoughts must be 
excluded. Our souls must be suita- 
bly humbled under a sense of our 
unworthiness. and brought to a pro- 
per state of serenity by a contempia- 
tion of the paternal goodness of God, 
and the atonenient and mediation of 
the Saviour. Hence it results that 
some preparation of the mind is ne- 
cessary before we enter upon the 
sacred duties of devotion —it is the 
custom of the Jews, when they enter 
their synagogues for worship, to 
stand silent for some time, to medi- 
tate on the presence and perfertions 
of God. And in the early ages of 
Christianity, it was the custom of the 
Priest to prepare the people's hearts 
for worshi;», by the use oi a suitable 
preface. In imitation of this primi- 
tive usage, tue Church has prescrib- 
ed the se.fences of scripture, the 
resd'ns of which are enjoined by 
t e forevoing Rubrick. 

In the first reformed Book com- 
posed in the reign of King F-dward, 
the offices of devotion began with 
the Lord’s Prayer. The Romish 
Book began in the same way, and 
so does the Liturgy of the Greek 
Church. But when the next review 
of the Liturgy was made, this com- 
mencement was thought too abrupt. 
The sentences from scripture were 
ther prefixed, together with the ex- 
hortation, confession, and absolu- 
tion ; asa proper introduction, and 


* 


to prepare the congregation for the 
following devotions. And _ while 
the addition is calculated to serve 
these salutary purposes, it brings 
back the Liturgy nearer to the prim- 
itive model. 

It should seem that nothing can 
have a stronger tendency to produce 
inus a pious frame of soul than the 
voice of God speaking to us. The 
Church in prescribing these senten- 


ces, expects us to regard them as 
the words of God, addressed to us 
by the mouth of his embassador ; 
and she hopes we will not dare to 
disobey them, since they come from 
the very Being to whom we are 
about to address our prayers, and 
who may justly refuse to regard our 
petitions if we neglect to observe 
his commandments —“ Before thou 
prayest, prepare thyself” says the 
son of Strech: And the scripture 
sentences are adimirably selected to 
prepare us for the duty of devotion. 
They relate chiefly to repentance, 
and confession of sins. These should 
naturally stand first in the devotion 
of guilty creatures : For, till we teel 
a genuine sorrow for having offend- 
ed God, and come in earnest to seek 
that pardon which is offered to us 
through his Son, we cannot expect 
that he will accept our prayers. 

When the Minister begins to re- 
peat the sentences, the congregation 
rises. This isa decent and proper 
custom. Its import is, to mani- 
fest our reverence for the word of 
God, now addressed to us, in order 
to awaken us to repentance. 

During this part of the service, 
the Minister should bear in mind 
that he ‘stands in the place of an 
Embassador of Christ, as well as the 
solemn nature of the duties in which 
he is about to join with his congreyva- 
tion. He should read the senteices 
with suitable gravity. with a demean- 
our expressive of his iaward devotion, 
withcollected attention,and with that 
serious and affectionate tone of voice, 
that is best calculated to’ influence 
the minds and hearts of his people ; 
—to quicken their zeal, and excite 
in them those heavenly affections 
which are requisite in prayer. And 
if such are the duties of the Minis- 
ter, there are also corresponding 
obligations on the part of the hearer. 
During the reading of these senten- 
ces,no member of the congregas’ 
may stand idle, listless, and in 
tive, as though he had nothins 
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Every one is in duty bound to pay 
a reverent attention to the admoni- 
tions of God, thus declared by his 
embassador; and in this way to 
prepare himself to make his confes- 
sions toour “ Almighty and most 
merciful Father,” in the form pro- 
vided by the Church. 

From this view of the design of 
the prefatory sentences, it will be 
perceived that every member of a 
congregation ought to be in Church 
in due season, that he may be pre- 
sent at the very beginning of the 
service, and have time to prepare 
for the 1 more solemn ollices of devo- 
tion. Many who appear in their 
seats previous to the commencement 
of public worship, are apt to spend 
the interval in gazing about the 
Church, to gratify an idle curiosity 

3ut how much more profitably this 
time might be spent in reading over 
the whole of the sentences, and such 
other scriptures as would iead to 
promote religious meditations ; that 
they might thus bring themselves to 
such a devout frame of mind before 
the Minister begins, as to be able to 
follow him through the successive 
oflices, in such a manner as the na- 
ture of the duty requires. 

In fine, let every one who hears 
these divine sentences, be thankful 
to God for the instruction, the admo- 
nition, and the encouragement they 
afford; And may it be the earnest 
desire ofall, soto use the ordinances 
of Gud’s house, as not to abuse 
them ; that they may derive from 
them that comfort through life which 
they are calculated to afford, and 
find them as waters of consolation in 
the day of adversity. 

‘Lhe next thing in the order of 
the services is the ExuoxTaTion. — 
It is introduced by the Rubrick, 
* then the Minister shall say” — 

‘This Rabrick is not immediately 
prefixed to the Exhortation in the 
i.nglish Prayer Book ; but the mat- 
ter of it is contained there, in the 
close of the Rubrick which precedes 


if 


In the performance of the Service 
it is customary to pronounce only 
two or three of the sentences, and 
then to proceed to the exhortation ; 
which is grounded on them, and is 
little more than a comment or para- 
phrase upon the several texts. 

It is to be feared that there are 
many who regard this Exhortation 
as a mere mutter of form, and give 
but little heed to it. But those who 
will attend to the instruction which it 
contains, cannot fail to perceive 
how admirably it is calculated to ap- 
ply the preceding sentences, and di- 
rect us how we should perform the 
following confession 

The Minister begins his address 
with the Apostolic Salutation, 
‘ Dearly beloved brethren.”— These 
words are well adapted to express 
that tender regard which the Minis- 
ters of God’s_ word should have for 
their people. And thé congregation 
should be careful to receive their ex- 
hortation with a ready mind, since 
they thus ® speak to them the truth 
in love.” After this affectionate ad- 
dress, the Minister proceeds to call 
his people to confession, by the ad- 
monition that © fhe Seriplure mov- 
eth usin sundry places, fo acknonl- 
edsre and confess our manifold sins 
and wickedness.” These words are 
grounded on the introductory sen- 
tences, and particularly on that from 
1 Jobn i. 8, 9. Bat saany other 
passages of scripture might be cited 
tothe same purpose ; and to give 
weight to this admonition, the words 
import, that it is not merely the 
Minister, but God himself’ who by 
his holy word moves us to repent- 
ance and coniession; so that he 
who refuses to obey, refuses not man 
but God.—We are further admon- 
ished not to * dissemble or close” 
our sins. For though we could con- 
ceal them so closely as to deceive all 
the world, yet we cau not hide them 
from that God who “ searcheth the 
heart,’ and who will condemn us for 
our hypocrisy as well as for the 
transgression. We are therefore ad 
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monished to * confess” our sins, 
with an “ humble and lowly” heart, 
sensible of our unworthiness ; with 
a “ penilent”’ heart, filled with sor- 
row for having offended so good a 
God; and with an “ obedient” 
heart, fully resolved upon reforma- 
tion and amendment of life. 

The object of this confession of 
our sins, is then declared to be, “lo 
the end that we may obtain __forgive- 
ness of the same,” by the * infinite 
goodness and mercy” of God, “If 
we confess our sins,” says St. John, 
* God is faithful and just to forgive 
us our sins, and to cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness.” Repentance 
and forgiveness are constantly con- 
nected, in the Scriptures ; yet we 
must be caretul to regard repen- 
tance rather as a condilion, than as 
the meritorious cause, of our forgive- 
ness ; which is to be sought for only 
inthe atonement and mediation of 
Jesus Christ. 

We are then instructed that con- 
fession and repentance are * «uf adl 
times” our duty, but “ chiefly when 
we assemble and meel together” for 
the purposes of public worship. 
These purposes are declared to be 
“fo render thanks for the great 
benefits thal we have received al the 
hands of God ;” which we accord- 
ingly do, in the form of thanksgiving 
prescribed by the Church: “ To 
sel forth his most worthy praise ;” 
which is done in our Psalms, Hymns, 
Anthems, and Doxologies : “ To 
hear his most holy word ;” which 
we do in attending to the reading of 
the portions of Scripture, and to the 
sermons. which are taken from the 
Scriptures: And lastly, “ lo ask 
those things which are requisite and 
necessary, as well for the body as 
the Soul :’ which is done in the 
Collects, Sapplications, and Inter- 
cessions. But unless true repen- 
tance precede these duties and devo- 
tions, none of the services will be ac- 
ceptable te God, or profitable to our- 
selves. 


Wherefore, tliat the people may 
not come to Church in vain, the 
Minister “ prays and  beseeches” 
them, “ as many as are present,” to 
accompany him in the solemn con- 
fession which immediately follows— 
a confession, which there are none 
so holy but they have need to make 
it; and none so sinful but they may 
be profited in using it with sincerity. 

Such are the views we onel: to 
take of this comprehensive exhorta- 
tion While, therefore, the Minis- 
ter is addressing it to us, let us ap- 
ply our minds fully to its import, 
that we may be prepared to accom- 
pany him with coutrite hearts in the 
“« generul Confession” tothe Throne 
of Grace. C. 


( To be continued.) 


-- > S@ eee 


For the Churchman’s Magazine. 
Holy-Days. 


Our thoughts cannot e too frequent- 
ly withdrawn from things below, and 
fixed on things above. The various 
worldly avocations in which the dif- 
ferent members of the Church ere ne- 
cessarily engaged, have very often but 
too great a tendency to prevent many 
of them from holding that close and 
constant communion with God, which 
the <pirit as well as the letter of the 
Gospel requires. And not only 
have their secular employments this 
unfavourable tendency, but it is al- 
so much to be feared, that in not 
a few cases they actually succeed 
in banishing that habitual godliness 
of conversation, by which the 
followers of Christ should ever be 
distinguished. The continual and 
uninterrupted round of worldly cares 
and pleasures, by which six-sevenths 
of their time is swallowed up. leaves 
them, we may well suppose, in 
a frame of mind ill adapted to 
worship God, on his holy Sabbaths, 
‘‘ in spirit and in truth.” For man 
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is so constituted, that his heart is 
apt to be fixed chi: fly on those ob- 
jects which his min! is most in the 
habit of contemplating with com- 
placency or pleasure. So that if 
God be the principal and oft-recur- 
ring subject of his meditations, he 
will “ grow in grace as he grows in 
age ;” he will daily see more and 
more of the loveliness of the Divine 
Characte*, and earnestly seek the 
highest degree of conformity to it : 
trusting wholly in his God, he will 
go on from righteousness to righ- 
teousness, setting his heart and af- 
fections upon Him as the infinite 
Source of all his present joys, and 
as the firm rock and foundation of 
all his hopes. But if. on the other 
hand, the increase of worldly wealth, 
or the enjoyment of the various 
pleasures which wealth and society 
afford, is allowed to engross the 
greater part of his time and attention, 
will not his heart almost unavoida- 
bly become alienated from God ? 
Will it not be so filled with earthly 
schemes and cares, as to be utterly 
unfit for, and consequently to exclude 
the residence of that Being who can 
never dwell in a divided heart,— 
who hath so often enjoined upon 
those who would experience his fa- 
vor, that they must “ love the Lord 
their God with all their heart, and 
with all their soul, and with all their 
mind?” Persons who have thus 
spent all the week, or six days out 
of seven, in exclusive devotion to 
secular concerns, without having af- 
forded even an hour to serious medi- 
tation, and communion with the Fa- 
ther of Spirits, will on the Lord’s 
day come to the place of His public 
worship, with minds but poorly pre- 
ared to engage in his service, or to 
receive his blessing. That there are 
many persons ofthis description, who 
persuade themselves that it is enough 
to serve God one day in seven, 
and that after having made him an 
offer of their hearts on that day, 
they may duiing the week withhold 


them from him, and live as if there 
were no Gow, or isi they were to- 


tally regardless of their solemn dedie [ 


cation of themselves to his service, 


to walk in the same all the days of | 


their lives ; that there are such we 

may reasonably presume. But who 
are included in this unhappy class, 
is known to Him who searcheth the 
heart. Let eacl man’s conscience, 


after a close scrutiny, answer for 


himself. 
Such being the repugnance be- 
tween spiritual and worldly affairs, 


and a deep immersion in the latter 7 


having such a strong tendency to de- 
stroy all relish for the former ; and, 
moreover, seeing that christians 
must of necessity mingle more or 
less with the world, and thus stand 
exposed to its temptations ; it is 
manifest that that mode of conduct 
and worship is best, which is best 
calculated to keep God in our minds, 
to prevent us from imbibing the spi- 


rit of this world, and secure us from | 


being overcome by. its temptations. 


And although it is true, that unless | 
we receive and cherish the grace of © 
God in our hearts, all the modes | 
which conld be devised, and the ut- 


most frequency of public worship 
would avail us nothing ; yet on the 
other hand it must also be acknow- 
ledged ; that some modes are far 
preferable to others, inasmuch as 
they are far more grave and reve- 
rent, tending as well to impress the 
unrepentant sinner with awe and 
conviction, as to preserve in the 


minds ofthe faithful a due sense of | 


the infinite superiority, majesty and 
goodness of that Being, on whom 
they profess their humble depen- 
dance. And it is evident, that the 
more frequently the followers of Je- 
sus assemble together in solemn 


worship, whether for the purpose of © 


humbling themselves before God, in 
deep contrition for their sins, or 
with a design to raise the cheerful 


song of thanksgiving and praise, to © 


show forth the Joy and gratitude o1 
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their souls “‘ for the great benefits 


which they have received at His 


hands ;” the more will their minds 
consequently be withdrawn from the 
world, and directed towards the Sa- 


* viour, in whose name aod in whose 


| presence they assemble. 


From the above remarks it may 


} appear, that it is the duty of the 
5 Church to invite the attention of her 
} members, as often as practicable, 


) from their secular to their spiritual 
Sand eternal concerns. 


Not only 


» should those who are still unrepen- 


former ; and, | 
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| tant and without her jurisdiction, be 


frequently admonished of their dan- 
ger, poiuted to the path of safety, 


and entreated to flee from the wrath 


to come ; but those also, who have 


| already entered upon the christian 


course, should be often reminded of 
the sacred character which they 
have assumed, exhorted to maintain 
its dignity unsullied, to be stedfast 


> and immovable in the faith, to care- 
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he purpose of © 


efore God, in 
leir sims, or 
the cheerful 


nd praise, to © “ _ ; 
| days is not expressly enjoined in the 


1 gratitude ot 


fully cultivate every christian grace 
_and constantly practise every chris 


tian virtue, and with all diligente to 
* press toward the mark for the 
prize of the high calling of God in 
Christ Jesus.” Duly impressed with 
a sense of her duty in this respect ; 
and convinced of the great utility of 
frequent meetings for social wor- 
ship, our church, in imitation of the 
primitive christians. has very wisely 
set apart and consecrated purticular 
seasons to the worship of God. 
These seasons besides the Sundays, 
are thirty-six festival and fast days 
to be observed in the course of the 
year ; for each of which there is an 
appropriate service provided in our 
Liturgy. On these holy-days we 
are called to the sanctuary, to offer 
up unte God, as his just due, the fre- 
quent sacrifice of praise and thanks- 
giving ; or to bewail our sins and 
deprecate his wrath ; and with unit- 
ed prayers and supplications to 
make known unto Him our wants. 
Although the observation of these 
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New Testament, yet we find them 
there frequently referred to. and im- 
plicitly allowed. And that they are 
requisite in the Church, may appear 
not only from their reasonableness 


and utility, but also from the univer~ 


sal practice of the Jews and Pagans, 
as well as of the Christian Church in 
its infancy. The Jews had a consi- 
derable number of festivals and fasts, 
some of which were of divine, and 
others of ecclesiastical appointment. 
To pass over the worship of the pa- 
gans, whom nature itself taught the 
advantage and necessity of such 
days, to revive and keep alive the 
flame of devotion ; we find that the 
Great Head of the Church fasted 
while upon earth, and honoured one 
of tho Jewish festivals with his pres- 
ence. Fasting is mentioned as a 
duty by our Saviour ; and it may be 
seen by various passages in the 
New Testament, that the Apostles 
considered it a duty of believers, 
and not only recommended, but were 
themselves very frequent inthe prac- 
tice of it. Festival days in com- 
memoration of the Resurrection and 
Ascension of Christ, and of other 
principal events which, under God, 
were the sources of great bles- 
sings to the Church, were annually 
and strictly observed by the primi 
tive christians. And although we 
have no positive divine precepi for 
the observation of any other days 
than the holy Sabbaths, yet this uni- 
versal practice of the Church in all 
ages, is a precedent which sufficieut- 
ly sanctions our own, and which we 
are bound to follow. For as in hu- 
man or civil law, so in ecclesiasti- 
cal, long established customs, or 
customs * to which the memory of 
man runneth not -contrary,”’ and 
which are consonant with reason 
aud withthe law of God, and more 
especially if they evidently tend to 
the temporal benefit, or to the moral 
and spiritual melioration of man- 
kind. are themselves allowed to be- 
come laws, and to have, not indeed 
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the same importance and force as 
divine injunctions, but all that expe- 
dieney and human authority can im- 
parito thea. Aad since God has 
vot revealed to us his will in this re- 
spect, he has left the number and the 
selection of these festival and peni- 
tential seasons, to the good sense 
and discretionary power of his 
Church. By the reasonable deter- 
mination of this Church, we are to 
abide ; for we are com:nanded by 
the Apostle to obey those who have 
rule over us, those who are placed 
over us inthe Lord. So that they 
who wilfully neglect the holy- -days, 
which the Church hag otdered to be 
set apart and dedicated to the sol- 
emn worship of Almighty God, not 
only offend their brethren, and cause 
disturbance in the Church by trans- 
gressing her canons; but it may 
justly be feared, that they also incur 
the awful displeasure of the King of 
Kings, whom they neglect to honor, 
and the reasonable requirei:neuts of 
whose Church and the instruction of 
whose minisiers, they thus treat with 
a criminal disregard. | 

I will conclude the present essay 
by seriously proposing a single 
question, which in my judgment, in- 
volves a subject of no small impor- 
tance :—Do the various Episcopal 
churches in the United States, pay a 
due regard to our Ecclesiastical 
Polity, particularly to that part of 


it which relates to the observation of 


Festivals and Fasts P 
In a future Number it is my inten- 
tion to continue these remarks. 


LATIMER. 
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New-Haven, January, 1822. 
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Yor the Churchman's Magazine. 


On certain abuses of the Minisleri- 
al office. 


Amone the evils resulting from 
the prevalence of loose and indefi- 


nite notices with regard to the con- 
stitutioa and organization of the 
Christian Ministry, none perhans is 
mor to be deprecated, than the fre- 
queat introduction into religious 
communities of shoals of self- taught, 
self- “appointed, and self-sent preach- 
ers. It is not uncommon to see. in 
the public newspapers, an advertise- 
ment, informing the people, that at 
such a time and place, the Reverend 
Mr. Such-an-one, will deliver a ser- 
mon or lecture: And it often hap- 
pens, that a puff is attached to the 
notification in a style sufficiently 
gross to put even a strolling-player 
or a mountebank to the blush.— 
Well—the title of reverend, or the 
puff, or the novelty , will of course at- 
tract the attention and curiosity of 
the multitude, and away they will 
go, men, women, and. children, gen- 
tle and simple, to hear the man 
preach. On _ such occasions it is 
usual for the preacher to attempt, 
either directly or indirectly, to de- 
stroy the confidence which the peo- 
ple repose in their regularly settled 
pastors. The manner of effecting 
this, depends entirely on the modes- 

of the preacher. Sometimes he 
will begin, by insinuating that they 
are ignorant or designing—that 
they either misunderstand the scrip- 
tures, or wilfully misrepresent them 
—that they hold up needless and 
unauthorized terror to their fhearers, 
for the purpose of blinding their 
understand.ng, and keeping them 
in subjection—and much more in 
the same style. Sometimes he will 
assert, that the received translation 
of the scriptures is very erroneous+— 
that it was made in atime of great 
ignorance and darkness—that the 
translators were fanatical and puri- 
tanical men, whose notions of pre- 
sent duty and future responsibility, 
were by far too rigid—and that it is 
high time to view Teligion i in a more 
liberal and rational sense. Again, 
he will declare, that there is nothing 


in the original text, to support the 
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doctrine of the. Trinity, or of the di- 
vine nature of the Saviour, or of the 
atonement of Christ—and that every 
passage of this kind, has been either 
interpolated or mistranslated by wick- 
ed and designing men. I mention 
these, as some of the modes of at- 
tack. To mention them all, would 
not only be difficult, but unnecessary. 
The object is, to persuade the peo- 
ple that they are deceived by their 
pastors. And how often does it 
happen, that bold assertions, an in- 
sinuating address, or insidious ap- 
peals to the passions, are but too 
successful! How often is the salu- 


| tary influence of the regular pastors 


destroyed—the peace of religious 
communities disturbed—and discord 
and confusion introduced, where no- 
thing but love and harmony should 
reign! And what, in cases of this 
nature, can the pastors do ? If they, 
perceiving the young lambs of their 
flocks, credulously listening to these 
insinuations and assertions, and 
drinking in the poison of heresy and 
infidelity, take the alarm and ven- 
ture to stand forth in defence of their 
conduct and their priuciples, a hee 
and cry is raised by a certain class 
of the community, and they are 
stigmatized as bigots, and as the 
abettors of priestcraft and spiritual 
tyranny. 

Now, I doubt not that every pious 
or sober man in the community will 
admit, ‘hat this is agreat evil. Why, 
then, willnot men of this descrip- 
tion, resort to the only remedy, 
which appears to hold out the hope 
of proving effectual ? Let every per- 
son who feels an interest in this con- 
cern, endeavour to obtain correct 
views of the Christian ministry, and 
of the sacerdotal office. Let the 
profession be held sacred ; and let 
no man be received and accredited 
as an ambassador of Christ, who 
does not come clothed with due au- 
thority, and who dees not acknowl- 
edge some legitimate head and foun- 
tain of power, by means of which, 
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suitable checks are provided, and 
control and discipline faithfully ad- 
ministered. Let this be done, and 
we may rest assured, that we shall 
not see such numbers flocking to 
witness the exhibitions of preachers, 
who put themselves on a footing 
with strolling-players and mounte- 
banks ; or we may at least flatter 
ourselves, that we shall not see them 
surrounded by sober men, and or- 
derly Christians, and reputable la- 
dies, 

If the pretensions of these men 
were duly examined, I verily believe, 
that in nine cases out of ten, it 
would be found, that they had not 
passed through even the lowest forms 
of an ordination; and that some of 
them, possessed so little of the confi- 
dence of their fellow-men, that they 
never would have thought of attempt- 
ing to preach, where they were 
known. In other cases, they may 
hold a license to preach, obtained 
from some small congregation, in 
some obscure spot, in some remote 
corner of the earth: And fortified 
with this, they go forth, advertise 
themselves as reverend divines, and 
affect to preach the gospel—while 
they are labouring to overturn its 
very foundations ! 

Is the sacred profession, then, of 
so little consequence ? Is it of less 
dignity than the other liberal profes- 
sions ? When strolling self-styled 
doctors advertise their quackeries, 
the civil authority interposes. Why 
so? The worst they can do, is to 
tamper with the health, and kill the 
body. But spiritual quackery may 
destroy the soul. Further, I believe 
it is a rule of courts of justice, that 
no person may appear as the advo- 
cate of a client, without a regular 
license from the court—(not from 
the people.) Suppose, then, that a 
person should appear in a court of 
Justice, and offer his services as an 
advocate, and should produce as his 
authority, a certificate, stating, that 
in sucha town, on such a day, ata 
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a meeting lawfully convened, it was 
voted, that Mr. might exer- 
cise the office of an attorney at law ? 
] trust he could not be admitted to 
the bar—even though his name 
should be graced with the appendage 
of Esquire. Bui, it would seem, 
that a meeting, lawfully or unlawful- 
ly convened, may appoint a man to 
preach the gospel of salvation, and 
to plead for sinners against the great 
adversary of souls ;—and that they 
may send him out, to execute his 
office, without the least responsibili- 
ty—without any security, either for 
the soundness of his déctrine, or the 
correctness of his conduet—without 
any regard to what he preaches or 
what he practices. 

I know, Messrs. Editors, that 
your Church is provided with some 
excellent regulations with regard to 
these matters ; and that, were your 
regimen universally adopted, and 
your people a little more careful to 
abstain from running after these 
self-made preachers, the evil of 
which I complain, could not exist. 
Ido hope, therefore, that other or- 
thodox denominations will, by ap- 
proximating, as nearly as possible, 
to your system, and by standing 
aloof from preaching of this descrip- 
tion, check, if not entirely eradicate, 
this dangerous quackery. 


0. P. Q. 
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For the Churchman’s Magazine, 


On Human Depraviry. 
Observations on Human Depravity 
with a view lo the illustration of 
Gen. vi. 5. 


Few subjects are more interest- 
ing, than the fall of our first parents 
from that state of innocence, per- 
fection, and happiness, in which 
they were originally placed by 
their Creator. By their rebellion 
against God, they brought upon their 
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posterity that corruption, from 
which their guilt and misery origi- 
nates. From this corruption of na- 
ture, sometimes denominated “ ori- 
ginal sin,” none of their descendants 
have been entirely exempt. It is 
not my intention to inquire how far 
mankind “are gone from original 
righteousness,” nor into the precise 
extent to which their moral and in- 
tellectual powers are depraved.— 
While the depravity of human na- 
ture cannot be denied, it must be ac- 
knowledged to be so extensive, as 
to render us naturally opposed to 
(iod and holiness, and wherever a 
proper sense of it is entertained, te 
mortify and humble the pride of our 
hearts. 


Without enquiring into the pre- | 


cise extent of human depravity, it 
may be remarked that it has al- 
ways been capable of great meliora- 
tion, threugh the influence of that 
divine Spirit, which God has been 
graciously pleased to bestow upon 
mankind. For the truth of this, J 
might appeal to the interesting and 
illustrious examples of the patriarchs 
and prophets and holy men of for- 


mer dispensations ; of the noble ar- | 
my of Christian martyrs, and “ of J 
the general assembly and Church of | 
the first-born, whose names are writ- | 


ten in heaven.” ‘To render human 
depravity susceptible of this melior- 


ation, and, by bringing mankind | 


baek to the service and favour of 
God, toqualify them for a blessed 
immortality, was the errand of love, 
on which 
came imto the world. 

if the depravity of human nature 
may be, ima great meastrre correct- 
ed ; by perverseness and folly, by 
the gratification of the desires and 
passions, by following the tempta- 
tions to evil which constantly sur- 
round us, it may be greatly encreas- 
ed, and its effects become more and 
more malignant and ruinous. The 


pages of both sacred. and profane 
history, contain innumerabie exam-~ 


our divine Redeemer | 
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ples of this terrible increase in de- 
pravity and wickedness. By these 
examples we are enabled to trace 
the progress of human corruption, to 

oint out how our depraved passions 
gather strength by indulgence, and 
to mark distinctly the several stages 
by which men advance in the path 
of sin and death, till they ultimately 
arrive at a total indifference to 
God, religion, and the dearest in- 
terests of their immortal souls, and 
become folally alienated from the 
fountain of all goodness, servants of 
sin and satan. By this dreadful 
progress in depravity, many have, at 
last, been brought into that state of 
mind, when “ all the imaginations of 
the thoughts of their heart, were 
only evil continually ;” when God 
himself, withdrawing his grace from 
them, gave them over “ to a repro- 
bate mind.” 

It would be impossible to point 
out precisely, the. extent of that de- 
pravity to which our first parents 
were reduced by their disobedience. 
Nor is it material to our present 
purpose, to determine whether it 
was partial, or total. Immediately 
after the fall, they were without a 
Redeemer, and without any hope of 
deliverance from that wrath which 
they had provoked. ‘Their. state 
was that of condemnation,—the pe- 
nalty or curse of the law resting up- 
on them in its full force. But it 
would seem that their continuance 
iy this state was of short duration, 
The promise of a Redeemer appears 
to have been made, soon after the 
fall; and it is reasonable to con- 
clude, that they fixed their faith and 
rested their hopes upon this promise, 
and on these terms were restored to 
divine favour. ‘The promise, com- 
prehending the infinite sufficiency of 
that atonement which the Son of 
God would make in the fullness of 
time, undoubtedly took immediate 
effect, and was regarded by the wise 
and good in subsequent generations, 
as the ground on which they were 





to expect pardon and restoration to 
life, On this account, it would not 
be correct te consider mankind, in 
reference to their spiritual condi- 
tion as descendants of our first pa- 
rents, to be withouta Redeemer, and 
uninterested in the benefits which 
that Redeemer purchased for our 
fallen race. ‘In discussing the ex- 
tent of their depravity, we are not 
to form our estimate by our ideas of 
what man is, or would be wilhoul a 
Redeemer, but from those moral and 
religious powers which every man 
possesses, by these gilts of grace be- 
stowed upon every one, through the 
mediation of our divine Redeemer. 
If it were acknowledged that human 
nature, in consequence of the first 
transgression, and before any inter- 
position of mercy had been announc- 
ed, was totally depraved, it would 
not follow that it was row in the 
same condition until conversion has 
taken place. It would derogate 
from the character of the interposi- 
tion of the Son of God, to suppose 
that it did not bestow upon mankind, 
an ability to obtain the benefit which 
it contemplated ; an ability not de- 
pendent on their own natural | ow- 
ers, but on the gilts of the Lloly 
Spirit. 

Great as the degree of human de- 
pravity may be, even under these 
circumstances, it is evidently capa- 
ble of increase, by neglecting to ias- 
prove the benefits purchased fo: 
mankind generally, and by pursuing 
a course of sin, until every expres- 
sion of the divine favour is with- 
drawn. Gen. vi. 5, & Every imag- 
ination of the thoughts of his heart 
was only evil continually” is a de- 
scription, not of mankind generally, 
but of that antidiluvian generation 
ofmen, who had added to that cor- 
rupt nature, which of itscl!, made 
them “ by nature the children of 
wrath,” a weight of guilt which had 
been accumulating fer years, by a 
constant forgetfulness of God, by the 
unrestrained gratification of their 














2, Kaus 


te ee 





— 


a 


. 


“Pe? oer 


a 


: 
t 


44 


passions and lusts, and by engaging 
all their powers and faculties in the 
pursuit of iniquity. It was in con- 
sequence of this awful progress in 
corruption, that God himself interpo- 
sed and shortened the period of their 
life ; and gave as a reason for it, 
that his * spirit should not always 
strive with man.” But even this 
had no effect in retarding the pro- 
gress of their crimes, and their in- 
crease in depravity. For we are 
told, not long after this, that “ God 
saw that the wickeduess of man was 
great in the earth, and that every 
imagination of the thoughts of his 
heart was only evil continuaily.” 
This is a description of a genera- 
tion of men, who had become de- 
praved to the highest degree; an 
example ofthe pregress which hu- 
man folly often makes in aggravat- 
ing our natural corruption, and of 
the consequence of habitual and un- 
restrained gratification of our natural 
propensities. They had renounced 
their allegiance to the author of their 
being. ‘They had cast off all the 
restraints, and contemned ail the 
sanctions of religion. Their hearis 
had become absolutely hardened in 
wickedness. God ceased to regard 
them with favour, and withdrew 
from them the direction and assis- 
tance of his spirit. ‘The  conse- 
quence of this was, that “ the 
thoughts and intentions of their 
heart were only evil continually,” 
and the passage therefore cannot be 
considered, in its appropriate sense, 
as descriptive of the general deprav- 
ity of human nature. Jt has some- 
times been urged in proof of the doc- 
trine of total depravity, but it is evi- 
dent, that it cannot be properly ap- 
plied to the moral state and charac- 
ter of mankind generally. It was 
designed to apply only to that gene- 
ration of men, who, having aban- 
doned their God, were given over to 
a reprobate mind, and having filled 
up the measure of their iniquity 
were destroyed by thedeluge. It is 
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manifest therefore, that Gen. vi. 5. 
rather militates, than otherwise 


against the doctrine which it has, § 


sometimes, been thought to support. 
For a being already totally depraved, 
cannot be considered as capable of 
advancing in depravity. 

The persons who believe in the 
doctrine, that human nature is total- 
ly depraved, consider mankind, not 
only in a fallen condition but in that 
condition without a Redeemer. If 
Jesus Christ tasted death for every 
man; if he be a propitiation for the 
sins of the wliole world, if he be the 
light, that lighteth every man that 
cometh into the world, and if the 
grace of God have appeared unto all 
men, then mankind are evidently in 
a state of redemption. And if they 
be not benefited, by being placed 
in this state through the mercy and 
goodness of God, it is owing to their 
preferring to follow the inclinations 
of their depraved nature, rather, 


than the improvement of the privi- | 


leges with which they are blessed. 
There have been a thousand idle 
speculations on the state of man 
without a redeemer. ‘These, howev- 
er, have for the most part turned on 
illusions of fancy, which have served 
only to increase difficulties, and to 
envelope the subject in thicker 
darkness. The scriptures certainly 
represent all mento be placed in a 
state of redemption, and accountable 
for their improvement of its privile- 
ges ; and they consider none as des- 
titute of these privileges, except such 
only as totally disregard the injunc- 
tions of the divine werd, do constant 
despite to the spirii of grace. and de- 
ny the Lord that bought them. 

The words, total depravity, are 
used to express a doctrine in refer- 
ence to human nature, which though 
it be taught in some confessions of 
faith and has long been a prominent 
subject of theological controversy, 
has, I am persuaded, little more, gen- 
erally speaking, than a nominal eXx- 
istence even in the minds of those 
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The controversies, 
among Christians, who have been 


denominated erthodox, on all the 


jeading doctrines of Christianity, on 
his subject, have originated in most 


finstances, rather in a confusion of 


jdeas and an indistinctness in terms 
and definitions, than from any mate- 
rial difference of sentiment. Were 
the scriptures to be the only ground 
of opinion, and were definite ideas 
to be formed on this subject, and 
were the meaning of the terms em- 
ployed, clearly understood, it would 
be found that the denominations of 
Christians towhich | have alluded, 
agree in the doctrine ofthe 9th arti- 
cle of the Church. “ It is the fault 
and corruption of the nature of every 
man, whereby manis very far gone 
from original righteousness, and is of 
his own nature inclined to evil, se 
that the flesh lusteth always contra- 
ry to the spirit,” in so much that 
he cannot turn and prepare himself 
by his own natural strength and 
good works to faith and calling upen 
God—“ And therefore in every 
person born into the world, it de- 


Sserveth God’s wrath and damna- 
Stion.’ This was the doctrine main- 


tained by the primitive Church. It 
was the doctrine of the great body 


bof the reformers. It is the express 


language of our own Church, and it 
is substantiated by the most positive 
declarations of holy scripture. The 


© article of the Church asserts the fact 


that human nature is greatly depra- 
ved; the effect of this fault and cor- 
ruption of our nature upon the ex- 
ertion of our moral and_ intellectual 
powers inthe business of religion ; 
and what this depravation of nature 
deserves from God, without attempt- 
ing to define its precise extent, or 
declaring that itis equal and total 
in all, which is contradicted by ob- 
servation and experience. 

The consideration of this subject 
should teach us humility and meek- 
ness in the estimate of ourselves, and 
the absolute necessity of improving 
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the privileges and blessings bestow- 
ed upon us through Jesus Christ. 
Having these privileges and_bles- 
sings, all that is contended for, is 
that we are’at all times enabled to 
improve them to the salvation of 
the soul. Ifour nature be depravy- 
ed and sinful, it must be changed 
and sanctified: before we can ap- 
prove ourselves to a God of infinite 
purity and holiness, and be prepared 
for that “ rest which is eternal in 
the heavens.” B. D. 


= BBQ 
For the Charchman’s Magazine. 


A short Address delivered at the 
close of a sermon, at the funeral 
of Dr William Shelion, of Hun- 
linglon, dugust 30th, 1819. By 
the Rev. Menzies Rayner, Rector 
of the Episcopal Church in that 
town. 


A few observations, more partic- 
ularly adapted to the present melan- 
choly scene, may probably be ex- 
pected. They must be few ; and 
few only, if any, can be necessary. 
The affecting occasion of our assem- 
bling together, and the mournful 
spectacle before us, speak to us with 
an eloquence of which human lan- 
guage is incapable. We are here 
made acquainted with our mortal 
and perishing state upon earth, not 
by the hearing of the ear, by distant 
reports, or laboured descriptions, 
bat with our own eyes we behold — 
we see for ourselves and not anoth- 
er 3; we survey and handle the cold 
remains of a fellow-creature which 
but afew days since was animated 
with life and health, and was active 
and vigoreus as any ofus. And in 
this mournful and impressive view, 
our own mortality and frailty, the 
uncertainty, and the perishing nature 
of all earthly enjoyments and pros- 
pects, is inculeated with an energy 
and pathos, which words cannot 
convey. 











ate 


Se ee 


46 Address, &¢. [ F ex. 


Surely man, in his best estate 
upon earth is allogether vanity. In 
what age or condition, and under 
what circumstances, Can we view 
ourselves secure for a day or an 
hour ? If feeble infancy, or decrepit 
old age, were the only subjects of ar- 
rest, or if an equal temperament, 
and a firm constitution were exempt 
from diseases, and caution could al- 
ways guard against sudden accidents 
and disasters, then some at least for 
atime, might view themselves se- 
cure. Or if the measure of our days 
were revealed to us, and we were 
certified, as the Psalmist says, 
how long we have to live, then 
might some, with more propriety, 
dismiss for a season, the thoughts 
of futurity. But man knoweth not 
his time. The hour of our dissolu- 
tion, is a secret written in that book 
which the Lamb aione has a right 
to open. It is wisely and mercifully 
concealed from us, that carelessness 
and negligence might have no ex- 
cuse, and that, as our Saviour says, 
knowing not when the lime is, ne 
might watch and be always ready. 
—In such an hour as ye think not, 
ihe Son of man cometh. Death 
senerally comes unexpected, and of- 
ien very suddenly, leaving but little 
time for serious reflection and call- 
ing upon God. And although sin- 
cere penitence, even at a very late 
hour, will be mercifully accepted, 
vet we ought to be sensible that our 
everlasting salvation is too impor- 
tant to be put at hazard by any de- 
jay. O thal we were wise, that we 
understood this, that we would con- 
sider our laller end. So leach us, 
O Lord, to number our days, that 
we may apply our hearts unto mis- 
dom. 

A friend and acquaintance, very 
cenerally esteemed and beloved, is 
removed from us. He who so often, 
through the divine blessing, adminis- 
tered reliefto others, in sickness and 
distress, notwithstanding the most as- 
siduous attention of his brethren of 
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the healing ari, and others who anx. 
iously watched with, and carefully 
administered to him has fallen a 
victim to disease and death. Great 
is the loss which the faculty have 
sustained ; great is the loss to the 
town in which his skill and his la- 
bours have been so successfully em- ight 
ployed. The religious society also Myine 
in this place, to which he belonged, Bene 
and to which he was most sincerely Bo¢ of 
attached, must be sensible that it Beious 
has lost in the deceased, one of its Bierc 
most active, eflicient and useful Bjeaye 
members. With what anxiety has Been 
he watched and aided the progress gion, 
of this building, erected for the Bogs 
worship of the God of his Fathers ! a | 

My Brethren and Parishioners, §;,, a; 
let me urge you on this occasion, § 4 nq 
now when a leading member of your Binfin 
society is removed from among you, § gealj 
let me earnestly call upon you to re- | pens 
new your exertions, and to double @ pate, 
your zeal and diligence for the pro- J ours. 
motion and prosperity of this Church disp 
and parish, which lay so near the Byi.q 
heart of our deceased Friend. The § yi) 
cause of the Church, the cause of @ picgiy 
Christ, is worthy of all your zeal, Bgnay 
and all your solicitude, of all your & tery 
prayers, and all your exertions.— JJ who 
Lord, God Almighty help us, for @ faith 
vain is the help of man. Our hope & ceiy, 
standeth in the name of the Lord.— © pjiss 
God will help us,and thal soon ; © eter; 
the Lord will visti us, and that @ Jesy 
right early. 

But this af_lictive dispensation of | 
divine providence, can by none be § 
so sensibly and tenderly felt, as by 
the bereaved family and connections 9 
of the deceased. His virtues and © Mey 
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his worth in all the domestic and en- © B 
dearing relations of life, are too well ei 
known, too deeply engraven on the |p 
hearts of those to. whom he sustain- re 
ed those tender relations, to need @ R 
any tribute or encomium which I w 
could bestow. He, was, perhaps, @ if 
as much as most men, whatever is ct 


or ought to be implied in the names 
of Husband, Father, Child, and T 
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Brother. But these tender relations 
»re all dissolved at a stroke. We 
shall meet him no more in this 
orld. Weshall go to him, but he 
shall not return to us. The hope 
hat he has made his exit in peace, 
is a consolation which we have a 
ight to call into our aid in this 
ime of our deep distress. His pen- 
itence and prayers, and the prayers 
of others, we trust have been gra- 
iously regarded. In the hands of a 
merciful God and Saviour let us 
Jeave him, in humble hope and _ con- 
fidence. And let us, my mourning 
friends, earnestly pray that we may 
possess the disposition to say, The 
will of the Lord be done. Thy will 
be done on earth as tt is in heaven. 
And let the reflection that God is 


linfinitely wise aud good in all his 


dealings with us, and in all the dis- 
pensations of his providence, mode- 
rate our grief, and lead us to resign 
ourselves in all things to the divine 
disposal. So will God overrule all 
his dispensations for our good; he 
will be our guide through all the vi- 
cissitudes of this mortal life, and 
finally receive us tothe joys of his 
eternal rest,‘ where, with all those 
who have departed hence in the true 
faith of his holy name, we shall re- 
ceive our perfect consummation and 
bliss, both in body and soul, in his 
eternal and everlasting glory, through 


Jesus Christ our Lord,” 


ame 440 


For the Churchman’s Magazine. 


Memoirs of the late Rev. Jonn 
Beacn, Missionary from the So- 
ciely in Great Britain, “ for the 
propagation of the gospel in fo- 
reign parts :” also, of the late 
Rev. Puito Perry: vonnected 
with an historical sketch of Trin- 
ity Church, Newtown, Connecti- 
cul, organized in A. D. 1733. 


Tae brevity of the following me- 
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moirs, and the want of precision in 
the details, with the abrupt manner 
of closing some parts of the narra- 
tive, and the want of order in intro- 
ducing others,—must be attributed 
in a great jmeasure to the loss of 
nearly all the original records, let- 
ters, &c. concerning Mr. Beach. 
A sketch of his life was nearly com- 
pleted for the press in 1810, and was 
transferred, with a number of his 
controversial pamphlets, to Mr. Laz- 
arus Beach, his grand-son, then a 
printer at the city of Washington. 
Mr. Beach, returning to New-York 
the next year, put these with other 
valuable manuscripts, into a trunk 
on board of a vessel for that place. 
On his arrival the trunk was not to 
be found, and has not been heard of 
since. In addition to this severe 
loss, most of the parishioners of that 
excellent man have followed him 
“ to that world from whose bourne 
no traveller returns.” The few 
who continue, with the writer have 
endeavored to rescue from oblivion 
the following facts, for the truth of 
which they can safely vouch. 

Mr. Jonn Beacn, son of William 
Beach, of Stratford, was born in the 
year 1698. His father, a respecta- 
ble farmer, was anxious to bring up 
his sons as “ tillers of the ground :” 
but more anxious to “ bring them 
up in the nurture and admonition o! 
the Lord.”— His godly counsels and 
pious examples, through the bles: 
sing of God, led his family at an 
early period, to an earnest atfention 
to the scriptures and other means oi 
religious improvement. John, in 
particular, frequently enquired inte 
the historical parts of the Bible, its 
chronology, and the meaning of terms 
not in common use, with such ob- 
scure passages as he found beyond 
his comprehension ; and not being 
satisfied with the answers he receiv- 
ed, he had recourse to geography and 
profane history. On finding that 
the Bible, (for, after all, this to hin 
was the book of al! books) was writ- 
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ten at different times, by different 
persons, and in different languages, 
he became extremely anxious to 
understand those languages. He 
daily (in the phraseology of that 
age) expressed his desire to .go /o 
College. And his parents, observ- 
ing his attachment to, and increasing 
thirst for, knowiedge, and his fre- 
quent custom of being alone, exer- 
cised in reading ana prayer, while 
others of his age were parsning their 


juvenile diversions, were finally pre- 


vailed upon to give him the advan 
tage of a public education. ‘To this 
measure they were advised by their 
friends, and especially by the Rev. 
Timothy Cutler, who had been ten 
years their minister, and was the most 
celebrated preacher in the Colony.* 
He was at this time the Rector elect 
of Yale College, and gave assurance 
of his personal and particular atten- 
tion to their son... Accordingly, af- 
ter spending about eighteen months 
with a private instructor, he was 
sent six months to a grammar school, 
and then entered the freshmen class, 
in 1720, in the 20th year of his age. 
He made good proficiency in learn- 
ing, and laid the fyundation for the 
superiour knowledge he afterwards 
acquired in that language, in which 
the scriptures of the Old Testament 
were originally written. Without 
the least stain upon his reputation, 
he received the honors of Yale Col- 
lege ; and took his degree of master 
of arts in the year 1724; and, as 
says Dr. Mansfield, in his funeral 
sermon, “ that truly useful seminary 
of learning may well esteem it an 





* For the character and talents of 
the three distinguished men, CuTLER, 
Jonnson, and Brown, who first dared 
to rise above the vulgar prejudice of 
that puritanic age, together with a brief 
history of the rise and. establishment of 
Vrimitive Truth and Order in this state 
—the reader is referred to tnat interest- 
ing work, the life of Dr. Jonnson, writ- 
ten by Dr. Cuannpier, and published 
in New-York, under the eve of Bishop 
Hopakt, in 1805, 
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honor to have produced such an abld§y pric 
and eminent son.” eo PP 

His early years being strongly... 
marked with piety and virtue, help, the 
was immediately inclined to the study§§ 4 fi 
of the sacred science, in which helo}, 5: 
made such proficiency, as to raislgojahe 
high expectations of his future sucMMino a 
cess—expectations, which were ful, enil 


ly realized by the eminent manner it 
which he discharged the duties of 
his important office. 

At this period of his life, the pub 
lic mind was deeply agitated uponj 
the validity of presbyterian ordina- 
tion, and on the use of a Liturgy or 
a prescribed form of prayer in pub- 
lic worship. ‘The controversy com: 
menced in 1718, in the college then 
just established at New-Haven.— 
That institution having recently re- 
ceived a large donation of books, 
among which were the works of 
Doctors Barrow, Patrick, South, 
‘Tillotson, Sharp, Wilson, and Sher-% 
lock, the then Rector, Dr. Cutler, 
and the tutors Johnson and Brown, 
three (says a weiter of that age) of 
the most distinguished men in the 
culony, for clearness of intellect, and} 
excellency in science, theology, and 
tue moral and Christian virtues, ea- 
gerly embraced the opportunity of 
becoming acquainted with the sci-| 
ence and divinity of these great, pi- 
ous and learned writers: the conse- 
quence of which was, that they 
soun declared for the Church oi? 
England. Aftera number of pvb-% 
lic disputaticrs, before the corpora-™ 
tion of the College, and other learn-7 
ed divines of the congregational or-] 
der, and having triumphed in every 7 
interview, they, in the true spirit of/ 
Christian mvekness, gave up their” 
offices in the institution, and repair: ) 
ed to England for Holy Orders.” 
They were received with paternal 7 
fondness, and embraced in the bonds | 
of christian charity. Having been® 
admitted, according to the gospel) 
institution of the church, first to the 
order of deacons, and then to tha! § 
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f priests or presbyters, while mak- 
is preparation to return, Mr. 
Brown sook the small pox and died, 
»the no small grief of his brethren 
nd friends. Messrs. Cutler and 
ohuson arrived at Bosten in No- 
ember, 1723 ; and the latter, set- 
UG@@ing at Stratford, became personal- 
ch were tule. and particularly acquainted with 
nt manner ir. Beach, who had then just re- 
1€ duties offived his degree of AB. 

Mr. Beach, during his collegiate 
tudies, had not been an idle specta- 
or of the changes and controversies, 
hat seemed to shake to the centre, 
hot only the Saybrook Platform, but 
he destinies of the hierarchy of both 
resbyterian and congregational es- 
ablishments. Neither was Mr. 
each negligent, at this period, care- 
ully to read and inwardly digest 
he subject. But the restless spirit, 
hat brought one of the best of kings 
o the scaffold—that overthrew the 
throne and the altar in 1642—was 
busily running to and fro; and the 
partakers of that spirit, having failed 
to subdue the citadel, employed 
hemselves in assailing the  out- 
works. Finding episcopacy beyond 
heir reach, they joined the accuser 
ofthe brethren, and slandered the 
professors of the Church, as desti- 
tute of piety, and stigmatized the 
“ceremonies and liturgy of the 
Church, as rags Sf Popery and Pa- 
gan mummery. 

Notwithstanding repeated conver- 
isations with Mr. Johnson, these 
" ® publications, with the urgent solici- 
ier learn-7 
aioe call tations of his family and friends, had 
in every amg breat influe nce with Mr. Beach ; ; and 

e Very he finally yielded, expressing him- 
€ spirit of 7 a Mi. 5 
. up their} i self in the following manner :— 
od repair-M faving — studied the controversy 
pails 
with the best helps I could get, 


Moai) ; though I had some doubts about the 

the bonds | * See Delaunes’ Plea for the Noncon- 

ving beet W§ formist, published at that period, with 

ne gospel | several abusive pamphlets, similar to the 

rst to the modern attack on the Church, entitled 

1 ta tha! “A Serious Call,” by a Consistant 
© Churchman.” 
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lawfulness of presbylerian ordina- 
tion (so called) yet my doubts about 
the lawfulness of clerical conformity 
in the Church of England, were 
stronger.”* He accordingly was 
called, and without a_ dissenting 
voice, was settled over the congrega- 
tional society in Newtown. ‘This 
society was then in a very flourish- 
ing and prosperous situation ; and 
although the town had been settled 
but about thirty years, it appears 
that there were about sixty families, 
principally from Ola Milford. and 
with few exceptions, of the new 
school, or followers of the Geneva 
reformer. Mr. Beach was uncom- 
mouly successful. Very different 
from young preachers in general, he 
avoided all controversies, and knew 
nothing among his people, but 
“ Christ and him crucified.” The 
congregation increased in piety, har- 
mony, and love. 

The few exceptions noticed above, 
were five families, viz. John Glover, 
Benjamin Glover, and Henry Glover, 
three brothers from New-Haven ; 
Nathaniel Nichols, from Stratford ; 
and a Mr. Leavenworth. ‘These 
frequently met in a private house for 
worship, agreeably to the forms of 
the Church, and for religious conver- 
sation. ‘They soon organized, and 
were visited once in three months by 
the Rev. Mr. Johnson, of Stratford ; 
who often called on his young friend 
Mr. Beach, at his own request, and 
they mutually agreed, from time to 
time, to discuss the interesting ques- 
tions in dispute between the Church 
of England and the dissenters : 
“And,” said an old man to the wri- 
ter of this—“they were nearly 
matched; but Mr. Johnson would 
generally get the better of our min- 
ister, which gave much uneasiness 
to my father and others, who all be- 
lieved that Mr Beach not only had 
truth on his side, but was (as they 
expressed it) the best reasoner.— 





* Friendly Expostulation, page 10. 
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However, they finally imputed his 
failure to his modesty, as being the 
youngest. But in two or three years, 
their uneasiness increased into an 
alarm. They noticed Mr. Beach 
frequently using the Lord’s Prayer, 
and reading whole chapters from the 
Bible ; also repeating some senten- 
ces in his prayers, which the Charch 
people said were taken from the 
Book of Common Prayer. And 
what (continued the old gentleman) 
still more confirmed the congrega- 
tion, that Mr. Beach was inclining to 
popery,* was a request he made to 
his people, not to rise and bow to 
him when he came into the meeting- 
house,t but rership God—saying, 
at the saine time that worship signi- 
fied kneeling and prostration, and 
that we were told by the apostle, 
that to Jesus every knee shall bon. 
Soon after this, my father and others, 
found that church people bowed at 
the name of Jesus, when repeating 
the creed. This, they said, was 
rank popery; and that Mr. Beach 
was poisoned hy Mr. Johnson, and 
the books which he brought up from 
Stratford for him and the church 





* Popery and Episcopacy, with the 
dissenters of that age, were synonymous 
terns. 

T In the first settlement of New-Eng- 
land, the preachers introduced the prac- 
tice of having their congregations rise 
as they entered the meeting-house.— 
The writer of this, well remembers this 
custom, w’ ich isstill adhered toin some 
societies. The males and females being 
separate, the one on the left and the oth- 
er on the right, the moment the minis- 
ter entered the broad aisle, the whole 
congregation rose as one. The minis- 
ter, witha slow and solemn pace pro- 
ceeding up the aisle, inclined his head 
first to the ladies, and then to the eentle- 
men. After entering his pulpit, ad/ 
stonding, he first bowed to the young 
ladies, who returned the complimeat by 
a decent curtesy ; then he turned to the 
young gentleman, and bowed to them, 
they also repaying the compliment.— 
This practice Mr. Beach reqaested to 
be discontinued ; and strange as it may 
appear, he was still charged with lean- 
mg to popery!! ! 


people to read. My mother saidjp) :; on 


she had no doubt Mr. Beach woul@@ vijled 
turn churchman ; for she never knew, -ofore | 
any body who would keep reading§..g tha 
church-books, but what always did y, js it 
But Mr. Beach, with his usual goo@H. to a 
nature, pious example, fervent dev yprove 

tion, and powerful preaching, satisigg ., mitte 
ed all parties that he was honest it), 4¢ the 
his inquiries, and was seeking big., of | 
own salvation and that of those comfy, anc 
mitted to his charge. But not long i. wir 
after, in repeating our catechism, | de, th 
was noticed that Mr. Beach occaiipar Gx 
sionally omitted the question, Whaiijed ar 
are the decrees of God? Being ask .4 if s 
ed the reason, he replied that he dig .+ he \ 
not believe that God was the authoy n, alth 
of sin—which the answer, in bi 5 tow: 
opinion, necessarily implied. For alpable 
if God, for his own glory, foreom@ at fa 
dained whatsoever comes lo pass@yiidren 
and if sin does daily come to pas >» neve 
he could not perceive why God mayen tx 
nol the author. ‘To this it was ré@yclinat 
plied—‘* God is not the author of jt of 
sin; because it is not God’s decre@@ye min 
that gives birth to sin, but God’s em @yoying 
ecuting his decree : For (it was a¢@hough 
ded) it is not our purpose, but OW@yish it 
acting according to our purposéi—q, § 
which gives birth to the event."Ghog d 
To this Mr. Beach answered—‘ Sup @xjsten 
pose I should decree, purpose an@Bime hi 
resolve, to murder my neighbor—@his hi 
what though it be not my decree o%)| jis 
resolution that murders bim—yet! Qjecret' 
I execute this my purpose and deBcase, 

cree, as God always does his decret what 

—am I not then really as guilty OMpat 1 
murder as if my purpose and decre(@oreate 
had murdered him? Besides, if we And ¢ 
should admit your distinction as re" ly imy 
al and solid, that God is not the au" § daine 
thor of sin yet you do not clear bit} To al 
from being the willer, lover, and ap Sthat 1 
prover, of all sin. For supposing Vegodly 
the decree does not influence the] tablis 
event, or give birth to sin—no, DOM brool 
God himself while he executeth his@ it sho 
decrees—yet, for as much as God's gages 
decrees are according lo the couns'™ next 


oe ae dur 
* Friendly Expostulation, page 2. 
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his own will, and what he decreed 
willed and chose that it should be, 
prefore if I once admit that God de- 
eed that sin should be committed, 
bw is it possible for me at the same 
e to avoid believing, that he does 
prove of all wickedness that is 
mmitted, and is pleased with it ? 
hat then has become of the holi- 
pss of God? And how shall I re- 
pnt aud be troubled when [ have 
pne wickedly? For I must con- 
de, that | have done nothing but 
hat God, from all eternity, chose, 
illed and decreed that I should do. 
ad if so, every body must know, 
at he who wills the commission of 
n, although he never moves a fin- 
r towards the wicked action, Is as 
ulpable as he who doeth the act. 
‘hat father, who willeth that his 
hildren shall lie and steal, though 
never in any shape influenceth 
em to it, nor lets them know his 
inclination, yet is as bad as they who 
. 0 it of their own accord. Merely 
d's decre@xe mind’s decreeing, willing and ap- 
| God's exg proving the existence of wickedness, 
(it was adj ough it doeth nothing to accom- 
®» but ow Bish it, discovers or makes it wich- 
purposed. So if L could once believe that 
© event.“GGod did really decree and will the 
ed—‘ Sup existence of sin, though at the same 
pose alcBime he did nothing to accomplish 
eighbor—@his his decree, but concealed it from 
decree OB jis creatures—(as you say, his 
im—yet Mecretive will is secret) yet in that 
p and de] case, I should unavoidably think, 
his decret) 4 oe ‘- almost fear to speak, viz. 
| guilty OMbat the ever blessed God is the 
nd decre‘Goreatest lover of sin in the universe. 
ides, if We And therefore I am sure, it is utter- 
ion as ref Vy impossible, that God hath foreor- 
ot the a dained whatsoever comes lo pass.’ 
clear hit} } To all this, it was only answered, 
r, and 4p’ that the catechism was framed by 
suppoOsi0: godly ministers in England. and es- 
lence th@ tablished in this country by the Say- 
——n0, DON brook Platform ; and that no part of 
cuteth is it should be omitted. Mr. Beach en- 
as Gods saved to comply. Accordingly, the 
€ COUNSOR next Sunday, the youth assembled 
during the intermission, as was cus- 
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tomary, to say their catechism. © It 
so happened, (whether through de- 
sign or not, I am not able to say) 
that the question was put to me— 
Whal are the decrees of God? i an- 
swered— The decrees of God are his 
elernal purpose, whereby for his 
omn glory, &¢.* Here Mr. Beach 
interrupted, and began in a very 
mild and plain manner, to explain 
the answer. He had said but a few 
words, before some one asked him a 
question ; and before he conld an- 
swer, another question was propos- 
ed; and ina few moments, there 
was a violent altercation in the meet- 
ing house. Part held with Mr. 
Beach, and part with the Platform ; 
the particulars of which I do not re- 
member, and never have been able 
to learn. But during this dispute, 
Mr. Beach remained silent, till the 
uproar ceased; when. with his usu- 
al good nature and soft words, he 
addressed them briefly and affection- 
ately, and thus restored quietness 
and harmony to the congregation. 
All things now proceeded peaceably 
for nearly a year—when Mr. Beach 
publicly informed his people from 
the pulpit ‘that from a serious and 
prayerful examination of the  scrip- 
tures, and of the writers in the earli- 
est ages of the church; and from 
the universal acknowledgment of 
Episcopal government for 1500 
years; compared with the recent 
establishment of presbyterian, and 
especially of congregational disci- 
pline in New-England ; he was fully 
convinced of the invalidity of his or- 
dination, and of the unscriptural 
method of organizing and governing 
congregations, and of admitting per- 
sons to the privileges of church- 
membership, as then  practised.t 


* See what is called the Wesiminster 
Catechism. 

{ The reader is requested seriously 
to enquire into the cause of changing 
the mode of baptismal admission into the 
church, for the modern practice of voling 
candidates inte the feld ef Clris., con- 








AIR AP eet 


* ato wap 





sy 





52. Remarks on a passage in B. ¥’s. Communicalion, &c. 


And further, that extempore praye), 
in Christian assemblies, was a novel- 
ty in the Christian Church. He, 
therefore, in the fear of Almighty 
God, had made up his mind to con- 
form to the Church of England—a 
church which he considered aposto- 
lic in her ministry and discipline, 
orthodox in her principles, and pri- 
mitive in her worship. He then, 
ina very affectionate manner, ex- 
horted them to seriously weigh the 
subject, and promised to see that the 
sacraments should be duly adminis- 
tered among them until-he could ob- 
tain holy orders; adding, that he 
should consider it his greatest hap- 
piness to live and die with them.’ 
The whole congregation was deeply 
affected ; and a great proportion of 
them seemed to acquiesce in his de- 
termination.” 

Thus far was the writer informed 
by Mr. Blackman, whose narrative 
has been corroborated by his cotem- 
poraries of different denominations ; 
and especially Mr. Nathan Sherman, 
a congregationalist, who lived to the 
great age of nearly an hundred years, 
and who was remarkable for his in- 
tegrity and for a very retentive me- 
mory. From him, most of the fore- 
going facts were noted down many 
years ago. 


To be continued. 


~~ AQa«-- 
To the Editors of the Churchman’s Magazine. 


GENTLEMEN, 


[Tam a constant reader of your 
useful work ; and am happy to as- 
sure you, that the sentiments and 
opinions which you propagate 
through its medium, generally. meet 





trary to all scripture authority and an- 
cient experience : And he will be able 


to determine for himself, whether it 
originated in hostility to baptism, as the 
initiating seal of the covenant of grace 
—or ina love of novelty—or in a gener- 
al settled opposition to apostolic usages. 


with my entire approbation. But I 77 


have now taken up my pen to find 


alittle fault; and I rely on. your 7 


candour to give me a hearing. 


I regret that your correspondent B. a 
Y. should have undertaken to dispatch 7 


ina brief paragraph of twenty lines, 
(Magazine for Jan. 1822, page 22) 


the great controverted question, — 
which has called forth the talents of 7 
some of the most able divines on 7 


both sides of the Atlantic, and which 
is still left involved in considerable 
difficulty.—This pargraph, to say 
the least of it, contains a very care- 


less representation of the doctrine of — 


the Church, on the subject of what 


cles and liturgy ;—a construction, in- 
deed, which | do not believe your 


correspondent himself would be wil- ~ 


ling to admit. 


I have no idea of discussing the 7 


[Fer. . 
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| gue 
is sometimes called baplismal re- ~ 
generation ; and admits of a con. 7 
struction, to which the Church does 7% 
not hold, but which is contrary to 7 
the spirit and tenor, both of her arti- 7 


and 
pers 
auth 
ces 

new 


3 my 


subject. This has been done by 7 


abler heads and abler hands : but I 4 
ardently wish that your correspon- 4 
dents, when they meddle with nice J 
points in theology, would not em- 7% 
ploy terms so unguarded and so un- 7 


qualified, as to lead to a misappre 
hension of their meaning. 


LAYMAN. 
8 @S.:-- 
Forthe Churchmaa’s Magazine. 


4 Treatise upon Baplism. 
IN TWO PARTS. 


PART I. 


Barris, considered as a sacra- 


ment of the new testament, ordained 
by Christ himself, as the only visi- 
ble mode of admission into his 


tant, and highly obligatory. Any 
other view of it, would be a _reflec- 
tion upon the wisdom and authority 
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not em- F 
nd so un- 7 
> ply investigated, that, by those who 
> have attended to it, but little original 
» information will be expected. My 
> first enquiry is, what is the proper or 
scriptural mode of administering 
> baptism ? 
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of him who appointed it. It is a 
condition of Church membership, 
and of grace and salvation, with 
which we have no right to dispense, 
and which cannot be neglected with- 
out manifest disobedience and dan- 
ger. 

Ifthe necessity and importance of 
baptism be admitted, the due and pro- 
per administration of it must be equal- 
ly necessary. ‘Lhe proper persons to 
aaminister this ordinance, I suppose 


~ it will be allowed, are those only who 





have been duly vested with the minis- 


~ terial office. Hence it becomes an en- 


quiry of the most serious conse- 


| quence, what constitutes a regular 


and valid ministry, and who are the 
persons who are qualified and have 
authority to administer the ordinan- 
ces of the gospel, the seals of the 
new covenant. It is not however 
my intention to pursue this enquiry 


) at presents my object in the follow- 
ing pages will be to consider dis- 


tinctly the sacrament of Baptism, 
and to enquire what is the proper 
mod@ of administering this ordinance, 
and who are the proper subjects of 


In doing this I shall not claim the 
merit of much originality, for the 
subject has begn so often and so am- 


There are two ways in which this 
ordinance is administered ; one is 
immersion, or plunging the whole 


» body into water ; the other is aflu- 
7 sion, that is pouring or sprinkling 
» water upon the person. The advo- 
cates for immersion or plunging, 
| strenuously contend that the ordi- 
~ Nance can in no other way be valid- 
) ly administered. 
tice a different mode, though they 
~ donot condemn immersion as im- 


4 proper, yet they argue that it is not 


Those who prac- 


necessary, that the quantity of water 


does not give validity to the ordi- 
nance, that pouring or sprinkling is 
equally efficacious ; and equally. if 
not more agreeable to scripture, and 
the nature and design of the ordi- 
nance. 

Great stress is by some laid upon 
the word baptize or baptism, and 
they seem to think it necessarily im- 
plies immersion or plunging. But it 
is clear from several passages in the 
new testament, that the word is tre- 
quently used when only a partial 
washing is intended. 

It is said (Luke xi. 37.) A certain 
Pharisee asked Jesus to dine with 
him ; and he went in and sat down 
lo meat ; and when the Pharisee 
saw ithe marvelled that he had not 
first washed before dinner. Not 
washed his whole body, but only his 
hands, according to the custom of 
the Jews, before they eat. Now 
this is expressed in the original by 
the same word which is translated 
baptized. And indeed, so far is the 
word from always meaning the be- 
ing plunged in water, that the suffer- 
ings ot our blessed Saviour are ex- 
pressed by the same word. “ f 
have a baplism 0 be bap ized with, 
and how am I straitened till it be ac- 
complished.” 

By a due attention to the uses of 
Baptism, further light is thrown up- 
on the subject. One important de- 
sign of it doubtless is, to represent 
the influences of the Holy Spirit up- 
onour hearts. Christians are said 
to be born of water and of the spirit, 
and to be saved by the washing of 
regeneration, and renewing of the 
Holy Ghost. And let it be remark- 
ed, the influences of the spirit repre- 
sentcd in baptism are often express- 
ed by pouring and sprinkling. J 
mill sprinkle clean water upon you, 
and ye shall be clean, I will pour 
my spirit upon thy seed, and my 
blessing upon thine offspring. Hav- 
ing our hearts sprinkled from an 
evil conscience. ‘The pouring out 
of the Spirit is called being baptized 
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with it—Ye shall be baplized with 
the Holy Ghost not many days 
hence, which was fulfilled on the day 
of pentecost. 

Thus we see that pouring ‘or 
sprinkling fitly represents the thing 
signified in baptism as it respects 
the influence of the Spirit. 

Baptism also represents the for- 
giveness of sins. Hence the direc- 
tions, repent and be baplized, for 
the remission of sins—be baptized 
and wash away thy sins. Our sins 
are indeed washed away in the blood 
of Christ, (of which baptism is the ap- 
pointed medium or instrument) He 
hath washed us from our sins in his 


onn blood.—And this application of 


Christ’s blood is expressed by sprink- 
ling.—Ye are come to Jesus the Me- 
diator of the new covenant and to 
the blood of sprinklng—Elect ac- 


cording to the foreknonledge of 


God, through sanctification of the 
Spirit and sprinkling of the blood 
of Christ. 

The Apostle speaking of the Jews 
who came out of Egypt, says, they 
were all baptized unto Moses in the 
cloud and in the sea. That this 
circumstance typically alluded to 
christian baptism, is more than pro- 
bable, for in the close of the account 
he says, these things happened unto 
them for ensamples, and they are 
wrilien for our admonition. But 
how were the Israelites baptized in 
the cloud and in the sea? Not surely 
by being plunged in water , (for they 
went over dry shod ;) but only by 
being sprinkled with some sprays 
from the sea, or some drops from the 
cloud. 

To support the idea of the exclu- 
sive validity of baptism by immer- 
sion, much reliance has been placed 
upon the passage of scripture which 
says,—We are buried with Christ 
in baplism—buried mith him by 
haptisminto death. But the plain 
meaning of this appears to be, that 
by baptism we are bound to die to 
sin and to walk in newness of life, 


[Fes. 


in conformity to the death and res- 
urrection of Christ. We might as 
well infer that the mode of baptism 
must resemble the crucifixion of 
Christ, as his burial, for, in the same 
passage, the Apostle says, me are 
baplized into his death ; our old 
man is crucified nith him. The 
baptism of Christ appears to have 
been his public inauguration into this 
ministry. ‘The Prophet Isaiah for- 
tels the anointing of Christ to preach 
the Gospel; and the Evangelist 
says, that after his baptism he began 
to preach, &c. So that his baptism 
was plainly the anointing foretold, 

and was probably performed after 

the same manner that anointing was, 
which was by pouring oil on the head. 

Nor is itany objection to this con- 
struction, that Christ is said to come 
up out of tlie water, for this does by 
no means necessarily imply that he 
was totally immersed in the water. 
It is also said that Philip and the 
Eunuch went down both into the 
water, and he baptized him, and 
they came up out of the water. Now 
if we must from these words neces- 
sarily understand that the Eunuch 
was covered with the water, we 
must also suppose that Philip was 
immersed as much as he, 
both went down into the water both 
Philip and the Eunuch, and they 
came up out of it.* These expres- 
sions would be sufficiently justified if 
they only stepped within the margin 
of the water. 

Again, it is said, they were hapliz- 
ed of John in the river Jordan: 
hence some have concluded that 
they were plunged in the river, but 
this is a construction’ by no means 
necessary. Christ said to the blind 
man whose eyes he had anointed 
with clay, go mash in the pool of 
Siloam ; here the expression of 
washing in the pool, means no more 
than washing his eyes with the water 
of the pool : and with equal proprie- 
ty John’s hearers might be said to 
have been baptized in Jordan, if ou 
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ly some of the water of the river was 
onred or sprinkled upon them. 

We read of three thousand baptiz- 
ed in only part ofa day, at the feast 
of pentecost. ‘That these were all 
baptized acccording to the present 
mode of plunging in so short a time 
can hardly be imagined, even ad- 
mitting the whole twelve Apostles 


Cornelius and his friends received 


1 to have been engaged in it. When 
4 


~ the gospel, Peter asks, not whether 


any man could hinder them from 
going to a fountain or river, but 
whether any man could forbid wa- 
ter, that they should not be bapliz- 
ed. We read of whole families bap- 
tized in their houses, particularly 
the jailor and his family, baptized at 
home and at midnight. And what 
I desire may be particularly remark- 
ed is, that we have no account of 
any persons going from the place 


’ where he was, in order to be baptiz- 


ed. Those who were baptized in 


- streams and natural collections of 
| water, were such as were found 


_ abroad, either in the wilderness or 


' on the road when they first discov- 


ered their desire to be baptized.—I 
am not here contending that baptism 
by immersion is improper, or that it 
renders the ordinance invalid, but 
only that it is not necessary ; that 
sprinkling is sufficient,—that it rep- 
resents the things signified in bap- 
tism, equally well or better than 
plunging. Indeed it is irratienal to 
suppose that it is the quantity of wa- 
ter, which gives validity to the ordi- 
nance, any more than the quantity 
of bread and wine to be used in the 
holy communion. Water cannot 
wash away sin; this is not pretend- 
ed: but in baptism it represents our 
being washed in the blood of Christ, 
and sprinkled with the purifying in- 
fluences of his grace and holy Spirit, 
of which water is a fit emblem, and 


‘ for which purpose a small quantity 
/ only is necessary. 


a 


There is another argument which 


: although I do not recollect to have 
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seen it urged by writers upon the 
subject, yet with me it has great 
weight in inducing me to believe 
that immersion is not necessary toa 
regular and valid baptism. ‘The 
Christian religion was doubtless ‘in- 
tended to be adapted to people in 
every country and climate ; benevo- 
lence and mildness are its character- 
istics, and none of its institutions or 
ordinances were intended to be irk- 
some or inconvenient. Ina climate 
like ours, there is a considerable part 
of the year, in which, if it would not 
be dangerous, it would certainly be 
very inconvenient and burdensome, 
either to administer, or to receive 
baptism by immersion ; and in case 
ef bodily indisposition or sickness, 
the severity of the weather, would 
amount to an entire prohibition of 
the reception of the ordinance, and 
of course to an exclusion from its 
benefits. _ Numerous have been the 
instances of persons being very de- 
sirous to receive baptism, (and who 
have given the best evidence that 
they were duly qualified for it) un- 
der circumstances which, if immer- 
sion were absolutely necessary to its 
validity, must have remained with- 
out christian baptism,—without this 
seal of the new covenant, and conso- 
quently without any covenant title 
to the privileges and hopes of the 
Gospel. If the new testament con- 
tained any positive direction that 
baptism should be administered only 
by immersion or plunging, the pre- 
ceding argument would be altogeth- 
er nugatory. But when (as the 
present writer believes) the balance 
of the evidence i$ in favour of a dif- 
ferent mode, and nearly exciudes 
the idea that immersion is the only 
valid form in which the ordinance 
can be administered, arguments 
drawn from the mildness of the gos- 
pel dispensation, and the ease and 
satisfaction with which its requisi- 
tions may be complied with, are 
worthy of some consideration. Still 
it is urged by some, and urged with 
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much censoriousness, that no other 
mode of baptising but by immersion 
is valid, that no other way was prac- 
tised or allowed by Christ and his 
Apostles. They have a right to 
their opinion upon the subject, but 
others also have a right to theirs. 
Aid to assert that all are in an un- 
baptized state and unfit for christian 
communion, because they do not see 
it necessary to follow them in that 


particular, seems t» savour much of 


the spirit of those disciples who told 
our Saviour that fhey saw one cast 

ing oul devils in his name, and they 
forbade him, because he followed 
not with them. 

But, in matters of religion especi- 
ally, uniformity and consistency are 
very desirable: aud those who lay 
so great stress upon a_ particular 
mode of administering baptism, be- 
cause they believe it to be agreeable 
to the example of the primitive 
church; ought perhaps, to consider 
whether they follow the example of 
Christ and his Apostles in other ex- 
ternal forms and usages. I will 
mention but one circumstance ; and 
I think myself justified in mention- 
ing it in this case, when form is so 
much insisted upon. It is the form 
of kneeling in prayer. Now it will 
not be pretended but that this was 
the form —the posture of body 
which our Saviour and the Apostles 
ofiered up prayers; nor have we 
any account that they ever prayed, 
either in public or private in any 
other posture. Yet those who so 
much insist upon what they suppose 
was the example of Christ in one 
case, find no difficulty in neglecting 
it in this. Kneeling in prayer is un- 
questionably the proper posture for 
the whole congregation, and seats 
ouvht always to be so constructed as 
to render it convenient. But the 
Minister especially, who offers up 
the prayers of the congregation, 
ought, at least, to set the example, 


~ in imitation of Christ and the primi- 


tive Church. 


‘it is but of little consequence wheih. 
er we be plunged or sprinkled, if we § 


But, say they * it is but of smal! 
consequence whether we stand oy 
kneel when we pray, if the heart be} 
but sincere.” ‘Then in this case } 
seems the form or manner is nothing, 
And suppose [ should say that ing 
receiving the ordinance of Baptism, 


are but proper subjects ior that ordi-[ 


nance ; a few drops answers the true? 


latentien of it as well asa fountain. 


Now I suppose that prayer is as : 


solemn, and as important a duty as/ 
baptism, and that it is as necessary) 
that it should be rightly performed, 2 
But would not the present writer be7 


considered very uncharitable if hei 
were to assert that the prayers off] 
those persons, and especially of thos] 
clergymen who do not kneel when 


they pray, according to the e xampl 


of Christ and his Apostles, will bela 


of no avail, that their prayers willl 


not be heard or answered ? But hea 


has certainly as much reason to sayy 
this, as others have to say that withs 


out plunging no minister can confer,y 
and no person receive a valid bap 
tism. Nay, the case which I have} 


mentioned is stronger, for no one 
disputes the position laid down with® 
respect to prayer, but the other ij 
only matter of opinion, for it never 
has yet been proved that eithe 
Christ or any of his disciples weir 
baptized by immersion, or that evel 
any of the Apostles baptized any inf 
that way, and it is nearly certaill 
that they did not always do it, o§ 


consider it necessary to the validity® 


ar 


of the ordinance. h: 
Thus I have endeavoured to sheng 

from scripture, from the nature ol 

the ordinance, and from the things 


signified in, and represented by it, 


that affusion, that is, sprinkling or 
pouring is a proper mode ip whichis : 
to administer baptism, and probably 7 


the mode generally practised by tht 7 
[have shewn that th 
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ty of the ordinance, any more than 


the quantity of bread and wine to be 
received could affect the due admin- 
istration of the communion; and 
that the form or manner in that case, 
could not be more important, than 
the manner or posture in which the 
great duty of prayer should be per- 
formed either by kneeling or stand- 
ing. 

‘Still the advocates for immersion 


ee are constantly urging that plunging 
rayer 18 a" isthe only way in which baptism 


a duty as) ‘can be duly administered ; and in 


a style sufficiently positive, challenge 
| any one to shew an instance, in the 
in which the ordi- 


other way. If the present writer 
were disposed to copy their lan- 
) guage, he might also, challenge any 


F one to produce a single instance in 


A all the scriptures, in which one was 
baptized by immersion, or plunging. 
| This cannot be done with any cer- 

tainty. The most that can be done 
) is, to mention a few instances, in 
} which the expressions seem to inti- 
mate that the ordinance was proba- 
' bly administered in that way. But 


| we produce a great many more in- 
2 stances in which, from the language 


used, and the circumstances attend- 
ing, there appears a probability, al- 
most amounting to a certainty, that 
plunging was not the mode. And 
is it in a doubtful case, like this, 
that men will venture to be so posi- 
tive, and I may add, so extremely 
censorious and uncharitable, as up- 
on this single point to cut off from 
christian communion, nineteen twen- 
tieths, nay [ may safely say, ninety- 
nine hundreths of the christian 
world ? 
(To be continued. ) 
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For the Churchman’s Magazine, 


An abstract of the Journal of the 
Convention of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church, held in St. 
Paul’s, Baltimore, June 20th, 
2ist, and 22d, 1821. 


Tris Convention was attended 
by the Rt Rev. James Kemp, D. D. 
Bishop of the Diocess, forty one 
clergymen, and about the same num- 
ber of lay delegates. 

The Bishop, agreeably to the Ca- 
non, delivered his annual address to 
the Convention, containing the jour- 
nal of his Episcopal transactions for 
the last year; from which it appears, 
that “he administered the holy or- 
dinance of confirmation fifteen times, 
at which 336 persons were confirm- 
ed ; consecrated two new churches ; 
appeinied one lay reader ; admitted 
four upon the list of candidates for 
Holy Orders ; ordained two dea- 
cons, and eight priests.” 

After enumerating the several 
changes which had taken place, 
among the clergy of his diocess, 
since the las! convention, the Bishop 
notices the death of the Rev. Mr. 
Jackson, in the following manner. 
“Jt may not be improper here to 
mention the death of the Rev. Mr. 
Joseph Jackson, many years a pious 
and useful minister of this Church. 
This gentleman while on a mission- 
ary tour in the Western country, 
died at Bardstown, in Kentucky, in 
the month of December last. His 
zeal and usefulness are manifest, by 
the effects produced in every parish 
where he lived: his piety is evidenc- 
ed by the many devotional address- 
es, for particular occasions, and in 
consequence of particular events, 
found*among his papers: and _ his 
strong attachment to the principles 
of our Church, and his anxiety fer 
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her prosperity, are indelibly record- 
ed by his will.” 

“The Prayer Book and Homily 
Society of Baltimore, have applied 
their means principally in dissemi- 
nating the Book of Common Prayer, 
which unquestionably stands next to 
the Holy Bible: and it cannot be 
doubted, but, with the divine bless- 
ing, their exertions will be highly 
use/ul.”’ 

‘'The Female Episcopal Tract 
Society, go on with increased zeal 
and usefulness.” 

“ The Suaday Schools continue to 
be conducted with great regularity 
and success ” 

In the conclusion of the Bishops 
address, there are some very judi- 
cious observations on the importance 
of zeal and activity among the laity, 
in promoting the temporal prosperi- 
ty of the Church : and they are ex- 
tracted with the hope that they may 
have an influence upon those lay- 
men, to whom the concerns of our 
Churches are committed. Almost 
every thing connected with the tem- 
peral prosperity of our Churches, 
depends upon their prudence, zeal, 
activity and piety. 

‘ To the gentlemen of the laity, I 
would beg leave to say, that the 
prosperity of the C hurch, and to a 
certain degree, her character de- 
pends greatly upon them. If they 
exert themselves to manage the tem- 
poral concerns in the best manner, 
so as to make a comfortable support 
for her clergy ; to keep their church- 
es and their chapels in good repair, 
and to encourage zealous and pious 
ministers, there can be no doubt, but 
she will prosper. irom her Divine 
Head, grace will always flow to 
sanctify the exertions of her sincere 
members, and to render her the gate 
of Heaven to many a soul, 

‘You will be expected to stand 
foremost among the parishioners, for 

zeal, correct principles and_ piety. 
And if in these respects you may be 


justly viewed as placed on an emi- 


nence, your light will shine lj Mof the 
avound, and you may be the happy¥@ ply a 
instruments of preserving the integri.9@ the s¢ 
ty of the Church, and of leading, by prove 
your example, sinners to the fountain 3§ as on 
of mercy.” B lion 
After an act, admitting a new par. they 
ish lately organized in the city oj many 
Baltimore, into union with the Con. of su 
vention, the clergy made their paro.7 cause 
chial reports. ‘These shew the recto 
churches generally, in that state, to to rec 
be in a flourishing condition ; thel of th 
aggregate number of communicants feren 
being little short of three thousand,” and 1 
aud the number of Baptisms, withing of th 
the last year, more than a thousand, @ the p 
This Convention received the re-§ i rents 
ports of the vestries on the state of @ them 
their parishes, glebes, &c. ordered @ chase 
to be made by the C onvention ofl, | paid 
1819. From these reports it ap-/@ three 
pears that many of the parishes have) = thou; 
glebes, or funds, and that in general! § | year 
their annual expenses are met by the @ to yi 
avails of these funds, and subscrip-7 | plan 
tions, or pew rents. The average com 
amounit of the salaries of their rec. @% punc 
tors, is not materially different from 7 ; Mai 
the amount received by rectors ings been 
other states. | It is 
The committee on the state of the 1} tion 
Church, to whom these reports were) of th 


submitted, recommend to the consid-& “men 
eration of the Convention two or % cony 
three subjects, which are intimately Faisi 
connected with the welfare of the™™@ for | 
Church. Their observations on @ knot 
these subjects are here extracted, insu. 
not without hope that they may sug-@ T 
gest to the several vestries in Con-7@ by t 
necticut, some useful alterations ing@ “on: 
their mode of raising funds to defray § ble | 
their annual expenses ; and perhaps the 
lead our convention to recommend whit 
some general system, which may pect 
ted, in some measure, to obviate En 
the difficulties, which arise from the relis 
system of taxation, and the operation | thos 
of the present constitution of this Mat 
state @ ther 

“ Among the evils,” remark the § the 


committee, “to which the authority @ Ce!v 
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of the convention may possibly ap- 
ply a partial remedy, (hey present 
ihe scanty and precarious support 
provided for the rectors of parishes, 
as one which calls for lhe interposi- 
Subscriptions 
they consider as objectionable on 
many grounds. Instead of this mode 
of support, which is certainly the 
cause of the frequent removals of 


i rectors, they request the convention 


to recommend to the several vestries 
of the diocess, the adoption of a dif- 
ferent plan. In the city of Baltimore, 
and in some other places, the pews 
of the churches have been sold to 
the parishioners, subject to certain 
rents ; and the holders. considering 
them as property acquired by pur- 
chase, have, hitherto, very generally 
paid the rents reserved. In two or 
three other parishes, the pews, 
though never sold, are rented from 
year to year, and have never failed 
to yield a tolerable support. If the 
plan of pew rents be adopted, the 
committee confidently expect more 
punctual payments, and a more per- 
manent maintainance, than have yet 
been experienced by the clergy. 
It is not feared that much opposi- 
tion will be made by any member 
of the Church, to a change recom- 


‘mended by the solemn vote of the 


convention. The present mode of 
raising support, having been tested 
for half a century, is universally ac- 
knowledged to be inadequate and 
insufficient.” 

Tne mode of raising parish funds 
by taxation is liable to many objec- 
tions, and not much less incompati- 
ble with public feeling, than with 
the tendency of our state constitution, 
which, in its operation, in this res- 
pect, would seem to have been de- 
signed, if not to destroy the system of 
religious taxation, yet to facilitate 
those who might be disposed, no 
matter from what motives, to place 
themselves beyond its reach. In 


the present state of things, we con- 
ceive it to be necessary that our 


Journal of the Maryland Convention. 





59 


churches should resort to some other 
mode of obtaining the funds to meet 
their annual expenses. Where en- 
dowments can be effected, this is un- 
questionably most desirable ; for it 
places a parish at once on an inde- 
pendent and durable basis. But 
there are few parishes where this 
measure can be expected to take ef- 
fect; yet something might be done 
in almost every parish, however de- 
pressed its condition, which would 
tend to give it permanecy, and ren- 
der its prospect for the future more 
encouraging. Of all the various 
modes, which may be annually re- 
sorted to to procure parish funds, 
we think that of pew rents, the most 
equitable, and the least liable to ob- 
jections. It combines all the advan- 
tages of voluntary subscription, and 
avoids the odium of taxation. A 
difficulty may arise, with respect to 
the manner of assessing the rent of 
pews ; and if it be arbitrary, incon- 
veniences will probably result from 
it. ‘There are two modes in which 
this difficulty may be avoided. Let 
the pew rents be averaged, and let 
the members of the parish give at 
auction premiums for a choice ; or, 
if this should not be preferred, let 
the pews be sold for one or more 
years, for an annual rent, to be de- 
termined by the amount bid upon 
each separate pew at public sale. 
In several of our Churches, one or 
the other of these modes have been 
adopted, and with great success. 
And it is not known that in any in- 
stance, either of them has failed, or 
been attended with inconvenience. 
The parishes which raise their funds 
in this way, are now the most pros- 
perous in the diocess. We feel a 
more than ordinary solicitude on this 
subject, from a persuasion, that the 
system of taxation, if persisted in 
under existing circumstances. will be 
attended with destructive consequen- 
ces. The time has come when peo- 
ple will not, and cannot be compel- 
led by law to pay for the support of 
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religion. The only means of ob- 
taining parish funds which may be 
safely adopted, is that which will 
render not only the payment of any- 
thing, but the amount to be paid, 
perfectly voluntary. 

The committee on the state of the 
Church mention another subject of 
very considerable importance, and 
one which has received but very 
little attention among the Churches 
in this state, and which, it is believed, 
is generally too much neglected by 
the Churches, throughout the coun- 
try. * They express their strong 
regret at discovering so general a 
neglect. throughout the diocess, of 
the establishment of parochial libra- 
ries. This measure they believe to 
be of vast importance, to the pros- 
perity of the Church. They there- 
fore request the Convention to en- 
force the order passed last year, and 
earnestly recommend to all rectors 
and vestrymen to exert themselves 
in effecting so desirable an object. ” 
Tt is unnecessary to urge on our rea- 
ders the great importance of estab- 
lishing parochial libraries, in our 
several parishes. The object may 
be accomplished without much diffi- 
culty, or individual expense, by the 
united and zealous exertions of a 
few persons. One great inconver- 
jence experienced by the members 
of the Church, is the expense of ob- 
taining doctrinal and practical trea- 
tises on religious subjects. This in- 
convenience would be removed by 
the establishment of parochial libra- 
ries, in which the members of the 
parish should have a common inter- 
est. The subject is deserving the 
consideration of our diocesan con- 
ventions. And with a view to give 
efficiency to the recommendations of 
the conventions ; to facilitate the es- 
tablishment of parochial libraries ; 
and to save expense, in the purchase 
of books and otherwise; a library 
éommittee should be appointed in 


each diocess, with such powers ag 


would best enable them to accom.) 


plish the object of their appointment, 

We are gratified to see that the 
Churches throughout the union are 
beginning to feel the importance of 
establishing an Episcopal fund in 
their respective diocesses, and that 
vigorous exertions are making in sev. 
eral states to accomplish an object 
which will add so much to the dig- 


nity and usefulness of the Episcopal § 


office. 

The Convention of Maryland took 
up this subject with great zeal, and 
have adopted a plan for obtaining an 


Episcopal fund, which promises, if § 


followed by proper exertions, to re- 
sult in the desired success. The re- 
port of their committee on this sub- 
ject, is very able and interesting. 


They consider the establishment of § 


this fund as an event, which would 
‘ contribute effectually to the wel- 
fare of the Church, and assist in 
placing her permanently on that re- 


spectable eminence, to which the | 
purity of her faith, and the excel- | 


lence of her services, so justly enti- 
tle her.” After alluding to the ad- 
vantages to be derived to the 
Charch, by abstracting the Bishop 
from the cares incidental to the situ- 
ation of parochial clergymen, they 
express their confidence, that, with 
the proper exertions, a fund, suffi- 
cent for the object contemplated, 
could be obtained in the diocess of 
Maryland, by the united and zealous 
exertions of all the clergy, and some 
of the influential members of their 
respective congregations. 

The following notice of the pro- 
gress which has been made in several 
diocesses in providing for the Epis- 
copate, is extracted for the informa- 
tion of our readers. 

‘“‘ In Connecticut, through the ex- 
ertions of Episcopalians and the aid 
afforded by the Legislature of the 
State, a fund has been raised whick 





322. | 


ow yiel 
Bishop,” 
js time | 
opal fur 


Bollection 
# piscope 


e proce 
tween 
rs, chie 


Bollectior 


ties. 
ousand 


ame pe 


f the ¢ 
m of 
prs, whi 
om the 
terest | 
r with 
eir an 
fork als 
ut in \ 
nown t 
owever 
ot judg 
pplicat 
ing ha: 
jocess, 
ot kno 
con: 
ves fro 
Buccessti 
hat ha 
Gud we: 
ye cani 
as beer 
In e 
omethi: 
fis des 
one, * 


* Mos! 
bwas the « 
e fell ir 
conely 
hid the 
nd that 
9809 27 
ishop’s 
avery 
parish 
HIRTY 
arthing: 
their 
Busaker 















[Fee 99°.) 
















owers ag 
/ accom. 
intment, 
that the 
InNiON are 


ow yields an ample support for the 
SBishop,* and enables him to apply 
is time and his talents to his Epis- 
opal functions. In Pennsylvania, 
Bollections for the support of a future 
rtance of MP niscopate were begun in 1813, and 
fund in Ge proceeds at this time amount to 
ind that Between six and seven thousand dol- 
1g 1D Sev- Bis, chiefly the produce of annual 
n object Bollections in their Churches in the 
| the dig- Mities. This, with a legacy of four 
piscopal Mhousand dollars bequeathed for the 
Mame purpose, places in possession 
f the Church in Pennsylvania, a 
m of about twelve thousand dol- 
prs, Which is continually increasing 
om the application of the accruing 
iterest to the principal sum togeth- 
r with the amounts received from 
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this sub- @heir annual collections. In New- 
resting. Bork also, a sum has been raised, 
ment of @But in what manner is not exactly 


1 would 


nown to your committee. It is said 
he wel- 


owever to be considerable, although 


ssist in ot judged sufficient for immediate 
that re- pplication to its design.” Some- 
ich the ing has been done in the Eastern 
> excel. | jocess, but the present amount is 
tly enti- H§ot known, though it is believed to 
the ad- He considerable. In turning our 
to the [yes from these laudable, and so far, 
Bishop (@uccessful exertions, and reviewing 
he situ- [hat has been done in the populous 
n, they [gud wealthy diocess of Maryland, 
t, with e cannot but regret that so little 





1, suffi- as been hitherto effected.” 




















iplated, §) In expressing their hope that 
cess of fomething towards accomplishing 
zealous is desirable object will now be 
d some f@one, “ and that we shall no longer 
of their 
* Most devoutly do we wish that this 
he pro- as thecase. Wesuppose the commit- 
several efellinto the good natured mistake, 
» Epis concluding that a// our parishes had 
— kid the amount of their assessments, 
iforma- nd that there were not at this moment, 
9809,27 out of the $17149, due to the 
the ex- ishop’s Fund. They doubtless thought 
the aid avery improbable thing, that of the 
of the » parishes in this State of Connecticut, 
. HIRTY NINE should have never paid a 
whick 





arthing towards the permanent support 
# their chief overseer. But they were 
ixaken after all. 
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sleep over a subject so important to 
the best interésts of the Church,” 
the committee remark, what has of- 
ten occurred to us, as deserving the 
imitation of Episcopalians =“ Oth- 
er denominations of christians in 
supporting their peculiar institutions, 
afford us in thei: unanimity and per- 
severance, examples worthy of imi- 
tation. Why should Churchmen 
alone be backward in promoting the 
interests of their religion? Why 
shuuld a church, whose members 
boast of her faith, her liturgy, and 
discipline, be suffered to languish, 
and through the lukewarmness of 
her children be denied those tempor- 
al advantages, which would enable 
her to extend the influence of her 
principles, and more widely to dis- 
seminate her doctrines ?” 

The committee on the Treasurer’s 
account reported, “ the amount of 
the Episcopate fund, including inter- 
est, ta June 2Ist, 1821, to be 
$752 $8. And the deputies’ fund, 
including interest to the same date, 
to be $372 32.” 

This Committee also reported a 
small balance in the hands of the 
Secretary, for defraying the inciden- 
tal expenses of the convention. 

The Committee appointed to col- 
lect the contributions from the sev- 
eral parishes. received for the Bish- 
op’s expenses 3376 34, for the De- 
puties’ fund $141, and for the inci- 
dental expenses of the Convention 
$98. 

A resolution was adopted, “ re- 
quiring each parish in the diocess, to 
pay $1, annually, for defraying the 
expenses of the several publications 
ordered by the Convention.””? These 
publications are always interesting 
and useful, and it is often desirable 
to distribute them free of expense. 
No provision has yet been made in 
Connecticut, for meeting this ex- 
pense. For several years past, 
these publications have been at the 
expense of the Seciety for promoting 
christian knowledge. The funds of 
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this society are too small for the ac- 
complishment of its specific purpos- 
es, and the propriety of diverting its 
funds to any other purposes, is at 
least questionable. We think that 
the wisdom of the convention ought 
to devise some other means for meet- 
ing the expense of its publications : 
at any rate, as patrons of the society, 
we must be permitted to express our 
unwillingness that its funds should be 
applied to defray expenses, which 
are incurred by the Convention ; and 
we earnestly hope that_this measure 
will not be resorted to again, cer- 
tainly not until the funds of the So- 
ciety become more ample. 

A resolution was also passed, au- 
thorizing the Treasurer of the Con- 
vention to pay out of the deputies’ 
fund the travelling expenses ef the 
standing committee. 

* The business of the Convention 
being then accomplished, the Bishop 
declared his approbation of the man- 
ner in which it had been transacted ; 
and his great satisfaction in the har- 
mony which had so apparently pre- 
vailed. Among other remarks, he 
took occasion to express his wish, 
that the clergy of this diocess would 
conform, at the opening of Conven- 
tions, to the ancient and decorous 


usage of the Church, in respect of 


the appearance of clergymen in their 
robes, upon all occasions of public 
religious solemnity.” 


oo @ BOs. 
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(CONTINUED. ) 
WATERLOO. 


A Town of Liberated Negroes and dis- 


banded African Soldiers, in the Parish of 


St. Michael—Inhabitants, 353. 


CHURCH MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 
1820. 


John Godfrey Wilhelm, Minister. 
Mrs. Wilhelm, Schoolmistress. 
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About half the population. wen | 
disbanded soldiers and their familie 







































These men were at first unroly) Pry 
and profane ; but Mr. Wilheln’ gage 
went amongst them in the midst o @gCc4UR° 
their revels ; and by a due mixture 7 
of authority and afiection, succeede | 
in reducing them to better order, @hristop 
Public Worship and Prayer-mee. 9 Mrs. 
ings were better attended. One ( @ About 
the Soldiers, an established and con @. ar 
sistent Christian, has a number iy Sind 4 
promising Natives under his care? . Pr, 
Scholars 86. Mr. Wilhelm is en ™@"® ; a 
gaged in translating the Scriptural role ‘ 
into Susoo. 4 ” 
HASTINGS. a 
e. A Tow 
A Town of Liberated Negroes. in ti? rah, Of 





Parish of St. Thomas---Inhabitants, 19) 
| =) CHUR 


CHURCH MISSIONARY SOCIETY, dy 
1820. , 
Me 


is Town }j 1e e 6 
This Town is under the car eX, Mrs 


Mr. Wilhelm. ‘The Negroes are @ ‘lia 

yet very ignorant, and little. ac 4 Jo 

quainted with English : 57 are i Mary 
the Schools. 

meen Scho 

RENT. are exp 


- , —" and 
A Town of Liberated Negroes, in tl me , 
Parish of St. Edward, at Cape Shilling- Sun ay 


Inhabitants, 296. 7 sper 
, ee » al 
CHURCH MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


1819. .:. ' 
at whi 
groes s 
<% 


Wm. Randle, Superintendant. 
Mrs. Randle, Schoolmistress. 


This is an important station, aw © 
the most distant from Freetown 7 
There are several villages in its vi 
cinity. The Slave Trade is stil 
carried on in the neighbourhooé, 
and Slaves sometimes escape, all 
take refuge here. 

Many attend Public worship. 4 
large building is in preparation, 7° 
feet by 48, the first floor of whici 
will be appropriated to Divine Wor 
ship. Scholars 77, besides thoy 
who attend the Evening Schools. 
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number 9 SP» which is held thrice every 

his care menday, besides Morning and eve- 

elm is ey. MDS Prayer. Scholars, 106. The 

Scripture! oral improvement in this Town is 
“Said to be very rapid. 


CHARLOTTE. 


A Town of Liberated Negroes, in the 
rish of St. John---Inhabitants, 268. 









CHURCH MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


1619. 





ristopher Taylor, Schoolmaster. 
Mrs. Taylor, Schoolmistress. 
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Ly LEOPOLD. 


A Town of Liberated Negroes, in the 


roes. 1 tie Barish of St. Peter---Inhabitants, 469. 
itants, 193738 
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OCIETY, © 


Melchior Renner, Minisler. 


le care i ' 
' Mrs. Renner, Schoolmistress. 


pes area BE.n. , 
little fs William Allen, Native Assistant. 
a ee a John Ellis, Native Usher. 
“Mary Hickson, Native Assistant. 
Scholars, 144,—The Scriptures 
are explained to the people, Morn- 
“Ss ing and Evening, and four times on 
Shilling Swaday. Commaunicants 36. The 
ospect Is very promising, particu- 
crerr. ly amongst the young. 
A Missionary Association has 
been lately formed amongst them, 
ities at which, some of the Liberated Ne- 
oes spoke wi 
ais, poke with much feeling, 





REGENT’S TOWN. 


lion, an © 
t A Town of Liberated Negroes, in the 


‘reetowl 


in Its Vi Parish of St Charles---Inhabitants, 1218 






> js stil uf ~-laid out with regularity---surrounded 
ourhood, With good roads---has a large stone 


/nurch, with many other Public Build- 
“#ngs, and the whole place rapidly advanc- 
Rug in civilization. 
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es thy *§ W. A. B. Johnson, Minister. 


100ls. James Lisk, Schoolmaster. 
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Mrs. Lisk, and Hannah Johnson, 
Schoolmislresses. 
W. Tamba, W. Davis, David Noah, 
Native Teachers. 


This Town is the most healthy 
and flourishing of any in the Colony, 
and the advances which have been 
made in Christian knowledge and 
piety by the inhabitants, are of the 
most encouraging character. Mr. 
Johnson seems to have completely 
won the affections of the people, and 
to have used his influence to the 
best of all purposes. ‘The Commu- 
nicants attached to his church, were 
about 300 ; 80 have applied for bap-. 
tism, of whom 36 had been admit- 
ted as Candidates, and others re- 
mained to be examined—The whole 
of the Inhabitants are in the habit of 
attending Public Worship, two or 
three families excepted, who live at 
a distance, and follow their country- 
fashions. 

The crowded state of the Congre- 
gatious will appear from the simple 
expression of the Native Warden ; 
who, long before the bell rang, came 
to Mr. Johnson—* Massa, the 
Church full, and plenty people live 
outside, and cannot come in! What 
must I do with them?” Let some 
who “ profess and call themselves 
Christians,” think of these facts. 

32 Scholars were under instruc- 
tion in the Schools, and in the Chris- 
tian Institution, and the number 
increasing, 

One large stone School House, 75 
feet by 3, including a Piazza, is al- 
ready finished for the Girls ; and 
another of the same size for the 
Boys, is in forwardness. 

The Native Teachers are highly 
useful to Mr. Johnson, in tite 
Schools, in visiting the sick, and 
their countrymen in the neighbour- 
ing hamlets. 

Much has been done in cultiva- 
tion. Large quantities of Cassada 
are raised for home consumption and 
exportation : the usual sale of which 
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has been 660 bushels pr. week. 

Mr. Johnson writes, © notwith- 
standing the unhealthiness of the 
climate, I can assure you, that the 
longer [ am here the more [ like to 
be here ; for the Lord Jesus, who is 
our Shepherd, is with us.” 

The Christian Inslitulion is a 
School of a higher order, intended to 
prepare the most promising of the 
Natives to become Missionaries and 
Teachers amongst their couutry- 
men. The present number of 
Scholars is 26. 





LEICESTER. 


A Hamlet of Liberated Negroes, in the 
Parish of St. Andrews---Inhabitants, 73. 


CHURCH MISSIONARY SOCIETY 
1814. 


This was formerly the seat of the 
Christian Institution. The larger 
building which was then attached to 
it, is now converted into a Hospital 
for Liberated Negroes. -The peo- 
ple of the hamlet are principally 
under the care of W. Tamba and 
W. Davis, who visit them every 
day. 


GLOUCESTER. 


A Town of Liberated Negroes, in the 
Parish of St. Andrew---Inhabitants, 563. 


CHURCH MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 
1816. 


Henry During, Minister. 
Mrs. During, Schoolmistress 


. Communicants. 36—Scholars, 258, 

Adults and Children. Mr D. writes, 
that the desire of learning to read 
the Scriptures is great. Almost 
daily application is made for ¢ pies. 
“ Between the Services on Sun- 
days,” says he, I see the Negroes, 
in small Congregations, scatiered 
here and there, reading the Scrip- 
tures among themselves. I also see 
the same on Week Days, after hard 


Gonsecralion. hy 








labour, and after the Even} 


School.” 

The Negroes have formed a M 
sionary Association, aud collect 
the year the sum of Eleven Guing 















































WILBERFORCE. 


A town of Liberated Negroes, in 
Parish of St. Paul---Inhabitants, 409, 


CHURCH MISSIONARY SOCIETY, 
1817. 
Henry Charles Decker, Ministe 


About 20 Adults have been E 
tized.—Scholars, 81 A change i@ 
the better is taking place among ft 
inhabitants, although Mr. D. had 
labour under many discourageme 
from their attachment to their ¢ 
superstitions. 


We have now completed our 
vey of Missionary Stations in W 
ern Africa ~We shall next 
some accouut of those in the Sout 
ern part of that Continent. 


( To be continued.) 
+ @QO~~ 


We are gratified to learn from 
rious quarters, that Church prindi 
ples are making so good a progres 
in the State of Vermont. It is but 
few years since they obtained a foo 
ing in that part of the country ; at 
they now appear to be spreading 
with a rapidity which nothing cal 
counteract, but the want of mini 
ters. which indeed is an evil exper 
enced in a greater or less degree i 
every Diocese inthe Union. A new 
Church has been lately ereeted it 
Manchester, in Vermont, and was 
consecra ed on the 17th of Octobet 
last, to the service of Almighty God, 
by the name of Zion Church—ser 
vices performed by the Rt. Rev 
Bishop Griswold, some of the neigh 
bouring Clergy heing present and af 
sisting. 





